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Background and Purpose
Scoping refers to the process to determine the scope, focus, content, and extent of an
environmental impact report (EIR). A key feature of the scoping process is to engage the public
and public agencies for feedback regarding the proposed project. The scoping comment period
offers an important opportunity for the public and agencies to review and comment during the
early phases of the environmental compliance process. Scoping helps identify and select an
appropriate range of alternatives to be considered in the EIR. Scoping also helps define analysis
methods, initially identify potential environmental effects to be considered in detail, and consider
mitigation measures to avoid or compensate for adverse effects. In some cases, it may also
identify issues that the public feels do not warrant analysis.
This report documents the scoping process undertaken by the City of Modesto Utilities
Department (City) for the Del Rio Tank and Wells Project (Proposed Project) to comply with
Section 15082 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. This report also
summarizes comments received from agencies consistent with Section 15082(b) of the CEQA
Guidelines. Comments are reproduced in their entirety in the appendices to this report.

Proposed Project Scoping Process
Scoping is initiated when the lead agency issues a Notice of Preparation (NOP) announcing the
beginning of the EIR process. In accordance with Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, a NOP
was developed that provided information on the background, goals, and objectives of the
Proposed Project. The NOP announced the EIR’s preparation and requested public and agency
comment on the Proposed Project. A copy of the NOP is included in Attachment A.
The NOP was distributed for review and comment to numerous federal and state agencies;
departmental and public services agencies within Stanislaus County, interested parties, and
landowners within a 500-foot radius of the project sites. A copy of the mailing list is included in
Attachment A. The City did not publish advertisements or post on the City’s website to announce
EIR scoping. The City did not hold a public scoping meeting for the Proposed Project.
The NOP for the Project was received by the State Office of Planning and Research, State
Clearinghouse on July 28, 2015, which initiated the public scoping period. The State Clearinghouse
Number for this project is 2015072055 and a copy of the State Clearinghouse posting can be found
in Attachment B.
The public scoping comment period officially ended on August 28, 2015.

Comments Received
Eleven comment letters were received during the scoping period from the following parties:



Tuolumne Me-Wuk Tribal Council July 13, 2015
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB) August 19, 2015
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Stanislaus County Environmental Review Committee (Stanislaus County) August 27, 2015
Stanislaus Union School District (SUSD) August 10, 2015- No comment to project
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) July 30, 2015- No comment as no gas lines in the area.
Modesto Irrigation District (MID) August 20, 2015
Del Rio Property Owners Association (Del Rio POA) August 11, 2015
North Modesto Groundwater Alliance (NMGA) August 26, 2015
Dale Denlinger August 14, 2015
Jim and Joani Matthews August 27, 2015
Richard A. McCullough August 6, 2015

Copies of the comment letters are included in Attachment C of this report and summarized below.

Comment Summary by Topic
The comments received and concerns described during the scoping period involved the project
description, alternatives, and project impacts. These comments are summarized below, and the
commenter is identified. All comments received will be addressed in the EIR.

Comments on Project Description and Elements


The NOP is deficient in not referencing the litigation between the Del Rio POA and the
City of Modesto regarding the requirements the City has to make to improve the Del Rio
Water System. (Del Rio POA).



The “Draft EIR, Background and Need” section should be updated to address the July 15,
2005 Settlement Agreement as the Del Rio POA is concerned that only two of the five
specific improvements have been addressed. (Del Rio POA)



The Settlement Agreement of 2005 specifies the improvements to the water supply is for
“existing City customers”. However, the NOP states it addresses “future growth” needs.
Concern regarding project capacity and the scope should change to insure that the
improvements required by the Agreement of 2005 are met. (Del Rio POA)



Concern for the 275 year old Heritage Oak Tree located at Stewart and McHenry Avenue.
A certified arborist should be involved in the proposed development. (Matthews)



The proposed water transmission pipelines at Site B should be routed adjacent to and
parallel with McHenry Ave. (Matthews)



Limit work activity around the 275 year old Oak Tree. Provide assurance in writing that no
harm will come to the tree. (Matthews)



Clarify whether the project sites will include the installation of a wall or a fence around
the completed project. (NMGA)



More details requested on landscaping around completed project (trees, brush, etc.) and
request for a landscaping plan in the Draft EIR. (NMGA)
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Evaluate potential conflicts with existing irrigation facilities at Proposed Site A (Ladd Road)
and Proposed Site B (McHenry/Stewart Rd), including the following conditions:
o

No encroachments are allowed within MIDs existing 60-foot right of way on the
Dr. Moore Lateral

o

Existing pipelines are protected by a 15 foot irrigation easement. Otherwise,
consultation with those served by the private pipelines is recommended

o

If the existing private pipeline at St. Johns/Ladd Road would be impacted, MID
recommends a consultation with those served by the pipeline.

o

A review of MID’s irrigation requirements is recommended. (MID)

Comments on Alternatives


Suggestion to install the well and water tank to the northeast of the Del Rio Country Club
½ mile away from the proposed project site. (Denlinger)



Rezone property that was changed to residential in 1995 back to agricultural land so it
will not be developed. (Matthews)



Limit growth in the area. (Matthews)



Consider a “no project” alternative to compare completing the project and its impacts
and not completing the project and its impacts. (NMGA)



Consider alternative locations as the citizens of the Del Rio subdivision receive the
benefits of the project, yet none of the construction activities or final project aesthetics
will be on Del Rio subdivision property. (NMGA)



Consider a “Reduced intensity alternative” for one well instead of two wells, or smaller
wells with less capacity. (NMGA)



Analyze if surface water from the MID water treatment plant can be used to serve the Del
Rio subdivision instead of using groundwater. (NMGA)



Evaluate whether a combined use of surface water and groundwater be used to supply
the Del Rio subdivision to reduce groundwater usage in the area in order to sustain
growth in the area. (NMGA)
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Comments on Impacts
Aesthetics


Concern over the appearance of a “huge tank” adjacent to a residential home. (Denlinger)



Prepare artist rendering of the end result of the project with respect to a possible chain
link fence, parking area, and landscaping near the residence at 117 Stewart Road, in
particular as it relates to the existing east wall of the residence and the 275 year old
Heritage Oak Tree. (Matthews)



Include information regarding aesthetic impacts to surrounding land uses in the EIR.
(Stanislaus County)



Mitigation measures requested related to the 250,000 gallon storage tank to lessen the
vertical profile. (NMGA)



Request for the Draft EIR to have specific descriptions of all aesthetic mitigation measures
so the public can accurately comment on the proposed project. (NMGA)

Cultural Resources


Contact the Tuolumne Me-Wuk Tribal Council if discoveries are made during the project
construction. (Tribal Council)

Hydrology, Hydraulics, and Water Quality


Concern related to running water tables down at the Country Club as opposed to near
farmland and residential properties (Denlinger)



Clarification requested to what happens to the groundwater under residential properties
when the project begins to pump 175 million gallons per year. What will the negative
impacts be to residential properties? Inferior water quality? Lower levels of water?
Decline in property values? (Matthews)



Additional study requested before the approval of expansion on existing wells out of
concern for the shallow aquifer below residential properties on Stewart Road. (
McCullough)



Studies related to the effects of the project wells on groundwater quantity, quality,
availability and levels should be studied at the maximum capacity of 24 hours a day/7
days a week prior to construction. (NMGA)



What is the actual (not estimated) sustainable yield of the aquifer at the 2 project well
locations? (NMGA)



Are the aquifers under the Proposed Project interconnected? Specifically the EIR should
include:
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o

Subsurface lithology should be accurately characterized with vertical and lateral
extent

o

Conclude with certainty which aquifer (s) the project wells will draw from

o

Conclude with certainty if the proposed wells will draw from additional aquifers
(NMGA)



Will the project cause groundwater to migrate away from shallow wells not related to
the project when water is being extracted from the project wells? (NMGA)



How will the City’s groundwater management or mitigation plan prevent overdraft of
groundwater in the vicinity of the project wells? (NMGA)



Analyze impacts of potential water treatment options. (Stanislaus County)



Consider the impacts of the project to existing domestic water wells, including
withdrawal rate and usage patterns. (Stanislaus County)

Land Use


Consider the projects’ compatibility with surrounding land uses. (Stanislaus County)

Noise


Evaluate the use of submersible pumps at “Site B” adjacent to the residential property at
117 Stewart Road. Noise concerns related to the starting and operation noise from
vertical shaft pumps noted. (Matthews)



Confirmation requested that a submersible pump will be used as opposed to a vertical
shaft assembly as an effort to reduce noise. If confirmation to commit to submersible
pump is not received, a request of anticipated decibel levels of the daily operations of the
pump should be outlined in the NOP. Mitigation measures for the noise also requested.
(Matthews)



Analyze the specific decibel level the proposed wellheads and pump stations will produce
during regular operation. (NMGA)



Provide the mitigation measures to reduce the noise produced during regular operation.
(NMGA)



Analyze noise impacts of the project. (Stanislaus County)

Cumulative Impacts


CEQA Guideline Section 15126.2(d) requires the EIR to include a detailed statement
regarding the anticipated growth-inducing impacts this project will have the on Projects
service area. (NMGA)
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Cumulative impact studies should be completed on the effects of sustainable yields of the
Modesto and Turlock-sub basins, groundwater overdraft, and the depletion of water
levels of nearby shallow, domestic wells. (NMGA)



The EIR should analyze impacts on global climate change from the project by the extent
to which the project reduces groundwater and redirects to the atmosphere, the extent to
which the project will extend the reliance on groundwater during the drought, and how
the project might contribute to uncontrolled groundwater development and
contamination. (NMGA)



What are the growth inducing impacts of this project? (Stanislaus County)

Comments on Project Permits and Approvals


A Construction General Permit and implementation of Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan may be required if one or more acres of soil or disruption (including clearing, grading,
grubbing, etc.) of a larger community occurs during the project. (CVRWQB)



Phase I and II MS4 permit may be required to reduce pollutants and runoff flows. Best
Management Practices (BMPs) must be used and specific designs for low impact
development and post-construction BMPs. (CVRWQCB)



Storm water discharges association with industrial sites must comply with the Industrial
Storm Water General Permit Order No. 2014-0057-DWQ. (CVRWQCB)



Section 404 Guidelines of the Clean Water Act prohibit all discharges of fill material into
navigable waters or wetlands, without a permit and confirmation that the discharge does
not violate water quality standards. (CVRWQCB)



The Department of Fish and Game shall be contacted in the project requires surface water
drainage realignment. (CVRWQCB)



A Water Quality Certification must be obtained by the CVRWQCB if a federal permit is
required due to water disturbances. (CVRWQCB)



A Waster Discharge Requirement (WDR) will be required if non-jurisdictional waters of
the State are present in the project area. (CVRWQCB)



Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program compliance is required if the property is used for
commercial irrigated agriculture. (CVRWQCB)



If the proposed project includes construction dewatering into groundwater of the United
States, coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
is required. Applications must be submitted to the CVRWQCB. (CVRWQCB)



Existing overhead and underground electrical lines shall be protected or relocated per the
District’s Electrical Engineering Department. (MID)



Costs for relocation of existing electrical facilities will be the responsibility of the
requesting party. (MID)
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MID must review the following :
o

If there are no plans to irrigate the project properties, a Sign-Off of Irrigation
Facilities form must be submitted to MID for review.

o

Draft improvement plans for Proposed Site B must be submitted to MID’s
Irrigation Operation Division for review prior to construction. (MID)
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Attachment A:
Notice of Preparation and Distribution List

Internal Draft- do not distribute

Notice of Preparation
To: Responsible, Federal and Trustee Agencies

From: City of Modesto Utilities Department

(Agency)

(Agency)

P.O. Box 642 (1010 Tenth Street)
(Address)

(Address)

Modesto, CA 95353
Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Del Rio
Tank and Wells Project

The City of Modesto Utilities Department will be the lead agency and will prepare an environmental
impact report (EIR) for the project identified below. We are requesting the views of your agency as to the
scope and content of the environmental information that is germane to your agency's statutory
responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your agency may need to use the EIR prepared
by our agency when considering your permit or other approval for the project.
The project description, location, and potential environmental effects are contained in the attached
materials. A copy of the initial study 0 is [8J is not attached. Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines
Section 15063(a), the City has opted to forgo preparation of an initial study and proceed directly to the
draft EIR.
Because of the time limits mandated by state law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date
but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.
Please send your response to Tamorah Bryant at the address shown above. Please include your name or
the name of a contact person in your agency.
Project Title:

Del Rio Tank and Wells

Project Applicant, if any:
Date:

Signature:
Title:

Acting Senior Civil Engineer

Telephone:
Email:

(209) 577-5205
tbryant@modestogov .com

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections 15082(a), 15103, 15375.

Notice of Preparation
of a
Draft Environmental Impact Report
for the
Del Rio Tanks and Wells Project

Prepared for:
City of Modesto
P.O. Box 642 (1010 Tenth Street)
Modesto, CA 95353
Contact: Tamorah Bryant
209/577-5205
Prepared by:
Horizon Water and Environment, LLC.
180 Grand Avenue, Suite 1405
Oakland, CA 94612
Contact: Jill Sunahara
510/986-1854

July 2015

INTRODUCTION
Purpose of the NOP
The City of Modesto (City) is the lead agency for preparation and review of an
environmental impact report (EIR) for the Del Rio Tank and Wells project (Proposed
Project). The Proposed Project involves construction of a water storage tank, booster pump
station, and two domestic water wells, which will provide additional storage volume water
supply and pressure for the existing water system serving the Del Rio area. The City’s 2008
Water System Engineer’s Report Program Environmental Impact Report (Water System
PEIR) evaluated the Proposed Project at a program level of detail.
This Notice of Preparation (NOP) presents general background information on the scoping
process, the environmental issues to be addressed in the EIR, and the anticipated uses of the
EIR. It also describes the Proposed Project as currently envisioned. The project description
is subject to refinement during the process of preparing the draft EIR, depending on, among
other things, input received in comments responding to this NOP and revisions to the
Proposed Project. The City has prepared this NOP pursuant to Section 15082 of the State
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

Scope of the EIR
The EIR will be a project-level document which will build on the program-level analysis
conducted in the Water System PEIR. The Water System PEIR provided a foundation for any
necessary future environmental review documents that focus on individual CIP projects or
programs. This project-level EIR will evaluate site-specific impacts and incorporate feasible
mitigation measures and alternatives developed in the Water System PEIR as appropriate
(CEQA Guidelines, Section 15168[c]).
The following is a preliminary list of potential environmental issues to be addressed in the
EIR. The issues to be addressed will be finalized after comments on the NOP are received.
The analysis in the draft EIR ultimately will determine whether these impacts actually could
occur, will determine their level of significance, and will propose feasible mitigation
measures to reduce significant impacts. Thresholds for determining significant impacts will
be based on applicable sections of the State CEQA Guidelines, regulatory agency standards,
and the judgment of the City of Modesto.
•
•
•
•

Aesthetics
Global Climate Change
Noise
Cumulative Impacts
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Groundwater
Land Use
Growth-Inducing Impacts
Alternatives
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Public Involvement
The City is soliciting the views of interested persons and agencies on the scope and content
of the environmental information that is germane to the Proposed Project. Agencies may
use the EIR prepared under the direction of the City when considering permits or other
approvals for the Proposed Project. Because of the time limits mandated by state law, your
written comments on the scope and content of the EIR must be received no later than the
30 calendar days following the date of posting of this notice. Please send written
comments to the City of Modesto, to the attention of Tamorah Bryant, Associate Civil
Engineer, at the address provided on the title page of this document. Please include the
name and phone number of the contact person for your agency, if applicable.
The City will ensure that adequate public review and input will be available for the EIR.
Public input will be solicited at the following points in the process:
Scoping comment period: The City will receive public comments during a 30calendar day period beginning from the date of posting of this notice to solicit
public input on the scope of the EIR.
Draft EIR comment period: The City will provide a standard 45-day review
and comment period for the draft EIR.
Final EIR comment period: The City will certify the final EIR at a public
meeting, during which the public and agencies can provide additional
comments.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Background and Need
The City provides domestic water service within its incorporated boundaries and to several
other areas previously served by the Del Este Water Company (acquired by the City in the
mid-1990’s), including portions of the cities of Ceres and Turlock, the communities of
Salida, Empire, Del Rio, and Grayson. The Del Rio service area includes approximately
41,000 linear feet of City-owned distribution pipeline, ranging from 4 to 10 inches in
diameter.
The Del Rio water system currently requires a new storage tank (and associated pump
station), well, replacement well, backup generators, and pipelines to correct existing supply
deficiencies. The existing Del Rio water system does not meet certain design pressure and
storage volume requirements for water supply and fire-flow demand. The existing Del Rio
water system also is not sufficient to supply anticipated future growth in the Del Rio area.
The future Del Rio service area will include additional acreage that will expand the service
area to the north, east, and southwest. According to the Del Rio Community Plan, ‘future
planned development land use’ is proposed for the northwest and eastern portions of the
service area, while development in the southwestern area will be residential. Full buildout
of the service area will require additional pipelines and pumping capacity, as recommended,
to provide adequate water service to meet the anticipated demand.

Project Location
The Proposed Project is located in the census-designated place of Del Rio in Stanislaus
County. Del Rio is located approximately two miles north of the City’s sphere of influence
boundary. The Proposed Project would involve activities at two separate sites within Del
Rio: (1) Site A: APNs 004-077-018 and 004-077-019, Ladd Road, and (2) Site B: APN 004102-003, Stewart Road. Figure 1 shows the locations of the Proposed Project sites.
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Project Objectives
The objectives of the Proposed Project are as follows:
Correct existing deficiencies in the Del Rio water system to meet design pressure and
volume storage requirements;
Ensure sufficient system pressure to provide firefighting flow capacity;
Improve water system operational flexibility and reliability; and
Provide additional water supply and storage volume to accommodate anticipated future
growth in the Del Rio area.

Proposed Project Facilities
Site A - Tank and Well
The project facilities at this site will consist of an above ground water storage tank, water
well and motor, a booster pump station, stand-by generator, and motor control center. Site
improvements will include a small parking and access area, fencing or walls, a retention
basin, and low-maintenance landscaping. Landscaping will include trees to help screen the
tank from adjacent properties and from Ladd Road. As proposed, the water tank would
store at least 250,000 gallons of water. The tank will stand a maximum 20 feet above grade
and be approximately 70 feet in diameter. The footprint area of the tank will be
approximately 3,900 square feet. The booster pump station will be enclosed within a
masonry building approximately 2,100 square feet standing a maximum of 22 feet tall.
The site will be enclosed within an eight-foot-tall security wall or fence constructed of
either concrete masonry or wrought iron topped with no-climb points. Portions of the site
may also include a no-climb chain link fence. The specific type of wall or fence will be
determined during the final design. Vehicular access and parking areas within the site will
be paved either with Portland cement concrete or asphaltic concrete. Other portions of the
site will be covered either with low-maintenance landscaping or gravel.
The water well will be drilled a maximum of 600 feet deep with a desired minimum yield of
1,000 gallons per minute. It is intended to primarily draw water from the confined aquifer
below the Corcoran clay layer, which is typically 150 feet to 250 feet below ground. While
1,000 gallons per minute is the desired yield, pumping will vary throughout the year
depending upon need, based upon system pressure or tank level, ranging from as much as
20 hours per day during the summer months to as few as two hours per day in the winter.
Pumping is expected to occur for an annual average of eight hours per day, with an annual
yield of about 175 million gallons.
Additionally, a transmission main will be constructed within St. John’s Road from the tank
site. The transmission main will run from the tank site northerly for a distance of
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approximately 2,500 feet and will connect to the existing distribution system near the
intersection of St. John’s Road and Country Club Drive.

Site B - Well
The facilities at this site will consist of a water well and motor, stand-by generator, and
motor control center. Site improvements will include paved surfaces around the wellhead,
fencing or walls, a small retention basin, and low-maintenance landscaping. Landscaping
will be designed to minimize the aesthetic effects of the wall and provide some screening for
the well site facilities from adjacent roads.
The water well will be a maximum of 600 feet deep with a desired minimum yield of 1,000
gallons per minute. It is intended to primarily draw water from the confined aquifer below
the Corcoran clay layer, which is typically 150 feet to 250 feet below ground. While 1,000
gallons per minute is the desired yield, pumping will vary throughout the year depending
upon need, based upon system pressure or tank level, ranging from as much as 20 hours per
day during the summer months to as few as two hours per day in the winter. Pumping is
expected to occur for an annual average of eight hours per day, with an annual yield of
about 175 million gallons.
The site will be enclosed with an eight-to-12-foot-tall security wall or fence constructed
either of concrete masonry block or wrought iron topped with no-climb points. The specific
type of wall will be determined during the final design. The retention basin may be enclosed
with a chain link fence depending on the final layout, but will be screened from view from
adjacent residents. The area surrounding the wellhead will be paved with Portland cement
concrete. A gravel access road will be constructed around the proposed retention basin.
A transmission main will be constructed within Stewart Road from the well site. The
transmission main will run from the well site westerly approximately 500 feet and will
connect to the existing distribution system near the intersection of Stewart Road and Grove
Point Drive.
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First Name

Last Name

Agency/Company

Interested Parties from Previous Public Meetings (includes 500-ft Radius of Site A)
Fred
Eichel
Eichel Real Estate
Thomas and Judith
Haywood
David and Gladys
Metzger
J.M.
Khatri
Jawahar
Khatri
William and Jona
Foster
Anthony M. and Gretta Bruno
Marcus and Jody
Bennedict
Fred and Shameran
Adams
Michael and Georgia
Wells
Chris and Janice
Ronson
Dick
McCullough
Fred
Sichel
Robert
Young
Hal
Ballew
Neal
Khatri
Larry
Dempsey
Jami
Aggers
Jean
Lowell
Milo
Shelly
Bill
Reinheimer
Lorraine
Young
Mike
Crum
Steve & Bessie
Grillos
Johnny
Khatri
R.V.
Stone
Clarke
Filippi
John and Neva
Blakeley
Dave
Paulson
George
Petrulakis
T&V
Oyler
Berbarian Trust Properties
Michelotti Fred TRS & Michelotti Mary Ann
Crawshaw Maria E ET AL
Meagher Sandra L TR EL AL
Denlinger Dale L & ET UX
K Darpinian & Sons
Ratto Leonard B ET AL TRS
Saso Robert A ET AL
Jim & Joani
Matthews
Robert & Christina
Saso
Susan
Broadwell
Matel Realtors
Dick & Fred
Michelotti
Chuck & Debra
Cheek
Gary
Darpinian
OCCUPANT
OCCUPANT
Virginia
Ratto
Jana
Armstrong
Nelson
Hall
Bill
Mussman
Lisa
Druet
Joyce
Parker
Del Rio East Homeowners Association
James and Eulala Jo
Champion
Del Rio Lago by Paramount LLC
Witt David Louis TR
Amerine Properties LP
Amerine Orchards
Dickey Hubert F TRS & Dickey Beverly H.
Patricia
Meador
Ijams Jean C TR
Sbragia Steven F TRS & Sbragia Charlotte Dian
Madeline
Roddy
James and Lori
Saras
Montgomery Mary J TRS HEIRS OF
Lam Thuong Van TRS & Lam Luu HLE
Yong Nyet & Jenny TRS
Nguyen Tung Thanh & Duong Lien Thi TRS
Lee Robert H TR ET AL
Oyler Robert F TRS ET A
Gilbert D.
Bostwick Jr.
Petrulakis Law & Advocacy, APC
Daniel W.
Smith
Law Offices of Daniel W. Smith
Rick W.
Jarvis
Jarvis, Fay, Doporto & Gibson
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Address
118 W. Orangeburg
1637 Ladd Road
1691 Ladd Road
1607 Sunrise Avenue, Suite 6
6530 Carver Road
6636 Carver Road
1807 Ladd Road
6418 Carver Road
6533 Carver Road
6619 Carver Road
6701 Carver Road
7024 Walnut Woods Drive
118 Geer Court
7024 Carver Road
7104 Hillcrest
6530 Carver Road
7106 Carolina Court
7730 McHenry Avenue
7105 Oakmont Drive
1401 Country View Drive
7024 Carver Road
1505 River Oaks
1009 Country Club
6530 Carver Road
1404 Country View Drive
1324 Thunderbird Drive
6330 Carver Road
1408 Country View Drive
1300 Woodstone
1417 Country View Drive
515 Lyell Drive, Suite 101
625 Ladd Road
23101 Gold Springs Drive
718 Ladd Road
636 Ladd Road
5913 Coffee Road
848 Ladd Road
816 Ladd Road
117 Steward Road
812 Ladd Road
625 Ladd Road
618 Ladd Road
5913 Coffee Road
706 Ladd Road
713 Ladd Road
848 Ladd Road
848 Ladd Road
406 Ladd Road
604 Bing Way
848 Ladd Road
7305 Stonegate
1120 13th Street #C
7060 Carver Road
1015 16th Street
1030 Princeton Ave
7025 Serr Court
7025 Serr Court
7700 McHenry Avenue
5348 Coffee Road
125 Hogue Road
3904 Viader Drive
3525 Pelandale Avenue
PO Box 646
1636 Ladd Road
3869 Thompson Creek Court
1513 River Oaks Drive
3316 Printemps Drive
3450 Moraga Street
1112 Ladd Road
1130 12th Street, Suite B
3460 American River Drive, Suite 150
492 Ninth Street, Suite 310

City

State

Zip

Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Columbia
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto

CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA

95356
95356
95356
95356
95356
95356
95356
95356
95356
95356
95356
95356

Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Modesto
Zephyr Cove
Modesto
San Jose
Modesto
Modesto
San Francisco
Modesto
Modesto
Sacramento
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First Name

Last Name

Agency/Company

Address

City

State

Zip

Interested Parties from 500-ft Radius of Site B

Interested Parties from City's Planning List
Debra
Grimes, Cultural Res. Specialist
Adam
Lewis, Tribal Preservation Assistant
Gloria
Grimes, Chairperson
Maya
Silvia
Gary
Katherine Erolinda

Abood
Burley, Chairperson
Hinshaw
Perez

Anthony
Les
Jaylen
Carlos
Reference
Angela
Wayne
Neil
Mary
Stanley
Kevin
General
Jimi
Adam U.

Brochini, Chairperson
James, Spiritual Leader
French
Yamzon
Desk
Freitas
Brown
Peyron, Chairperson
Camp, Tribal Administrator
Cox, Cultural Resources Director
Day, Chairperson
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Netniss
Lindgren
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TUCtUMHE ME-WUX Tl\JBAt CCUHCJt
Post Office Box 699
TUOLUMNE, CALIFORNIA 95379
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Received

Tamorah Bryant
City of Modesto Utilities Dept
P.O. Box 642
Modesto, CA 95353

Gao!!<;! Improvement
Serv1ces

Dear T amorah Bryant,
Subject: NOP ofDraft EIR for Del Rio Tank & Wells Project
We are in receipt of your letter concerning the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the
Del Rio Tank and Wells Project. At this time we have no concerns as long as no cultural
resources will be damaged during this project. We would like to be contacted if there are
any inadvertent discoveries during project implementation.
Thank you for sending us the information concerning this project.

Respectfully,

-~0~
Cultural Director

EoMUND

G. BHuwN JR.

GOVI!RNO~

Water Boards
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

19 August 2015

Tamorah Bryant
City of Modesto
1010 Tenth Street
Modesto, CA 95353

CERTIFIED MAIL
7014 1200 0000 7154 3946

COMMENTS TO REQUEST FOR REVIEW FOR THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPORT, DEL RIO TANKS AND WELLS PROJECT, SCH# 2015072055,
STANISLAUS COUNTY
Pursuant to the State Clearinghouse's 28 July 2015 request, the Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board (Central Valley Water Board) has reviewed the Request for Review for
the Draft Environment Impact Report for the Del Rio Tanks and Wells Project, located in
Stanislaus County.
Our agency is delegated with the responsibility of protecting the quality of surface and
groundwaters of the state; therefore our comments will address concerns surrounding those
issues.

I.

Regulatory Setting
Basin Plan
The Central Valley Water Board is required to formulate and adopt Basin Plans for all areas
within the Central Valley region under Section 13240 of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality
Control Act. Each Basin Plan must contain water quality objectives to ensure the
reasonable protection of beneficial uses, as well as a program of implementation for
achieving water quality objectives with the Basin Plans. Federal regulations require each
state to adopt water quality standards to protect the public health or welfare, enhance the
quality of water and serve the purposes of the Clean Water Act. In California, the beneficial
uses, water quality objectives, and the Antidegradation Policy are the State's water quality
standards. Water quality standards are also contained in the National Taxies Rule, 40 CFR
Section 131.36, and the California Taxies Rule, 40 CFR Section 131.38.
The Basin Plan is subject to modification as necessary, considering applicable laws,
policies, technologies, water quality conditions and priorities. The original Basin Plans were
adopted in 1975, and have been updated and revised periodically as required, using Basin
Plan amendments. Once the Central Valley Water Board has adopted a Basin Plan
amendment in noticed public hearings, it must be approved by the State Water Resources
Control Board (State Water Board}, Office of Administrative Law (OAL) and in some cases,
E. LONGLEY SeD, P.E., CHAIR j PAMELA C. CREEDON P.E., BCEE, EXECUTIVe ornci:R
..
-- ·--··- - - - - - - - -- -·------11020 Sun Center Drive j12QO, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 I www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvailey
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the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA). Basin Plan amendments
only become effective after they have been approved by the OAL and in some cases, the
USEPA. Every three (3) years, a review of the Basin Plan is completed that assesses the
appropriateness of existing standards and evaluates and prioritizes Basin Planning issues.
For more information on the Water Quality Control Plan for the Sacramento and San
Joaquin River Basins, please visit our website:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/basin_plans/.

II.

Permitting Requirements
Construction Storm Water General Permit
Dischargers whose project disturb one or more acres of soil or where projects disturb less
than one acre but are part of a larger common plan of development that in total disturbs
one or more acres, are required to obtain coverage under the General Permit for Storm
Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activities (Construction General Permit),
Construction General Permit Order No. 2009-009-DWQ. Construction activity subject to
this permit includes clearing, grading, grubbing, disturbances to the ground, such as
stockpiling, or excavation, but does not include regular maintenance activities performed to
restore the original line, grade, or capacity of the facility. The Construction General Permit
requires the development and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
(SWPPP).
For more information on the Construction General Permit, visit the State Water Resources
Control Board website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/constpermits.shtml.

Phase I and II Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permits 1
The Phase I and II MS4 permits require the Permittees reduce pollutants and runoff flows
from new development and redevelopment using Best Management Practices (BMPs) to
the maximum extent practicable (MEP). MS4 Permittees have their own development
standards, also known as Low Impact Development (LID)/post-construction standards that
include a hydromodification component. The MS4 permits also require specific design
concepts for LID/post-construction BMPs in the early stages of a project during the
entitlement and CEQA process and the development plan review process.
For more information on which Phase I MS4 Permit this project applies to, visit the Central
Valley Water Board website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/storm_water/municipal_permits/.
1
Municipal Permits = The Phase I Municipal Separate Storm Water System (MS4) Permit covers medium sized
Municipalities (serving between 100,000 and 250,000 people) and large sized municipalities (serving over
250,000 people). The Phase II MS4 provides coverage for small municipalities, including non-traditional Small
MS4s, which include military bases, public campuses, prisons and hospitals.

Del Rio Tanks and Wells Project
Stanislaus County
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For more information on the Phase II MS4 permit and who it applies to, visit the State
Water Resources Control Board at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/phase_ii_municipal.sht
ml

Industrial Storm Water General Permit
Storm water discharges associated with industrial sites must comply with the regulations
contained in the Industrial Storm Water General Permit Order No. 2014-0057-DWQ.
For more information on the Industrial Storm Water General Permit, visit the Central Valley
Water Board website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/storm_water/industrial_general_
permits/index.shtml.

Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit
If the project will involve the discharge of dredged or fill material in navigable waters or
wetlands, a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act may be needed from the
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE). If a Section 404 permit is required by
the USACOE, the Central Valley Water Board will review the permit application to ensure
that discharge will not violate water quality standards. If the project requires surface water
drainage realignment, the applicant is advised to contact the Department of Fish and Game
for information on Streambed Alteration Permit requirements.
If you have any questions regarding the Clean Water Act Section 404 permits, please
contact the Regulatory Division of the Sacramento District of USACOE at (916) 557-5250.

Clean Water Act Section 401 Permit- Water Quality Certification
If an USACOE permit (e.g., Non-Reporting Nationwide Permit, Nationwide Permit, Letter of
Permission, Individual Permit, Regional General Permit, Programmatic General Permit), or
any other federal permit (e.g., Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act or Section 9 from
the United States Coast Guard), is required for this project due to the disturbance of waters
of the United States (such as streams and wetlands), then a Water Quality Certification
must be obtained from the Central Valley Water Board prior to initiation of project activities.
There are no waivers for 401 Water Quality Certifications.

Waste Discharge Requirements - Discharges to Waters of the State
If USACOE determines that only non-jurisdictional waters of the State (i.e., "non-federal"
waters of the State) are present in the proposed project area, the proposed project may
require a Waste Discharge Requirement (WDR) permit to be issued by Central Valley
Water Board. Under the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, discharges to
all waters of the State, including all wetlands and other waters of the State including, but
not limited to, isolated wetlands, are subject to State regulation.

•
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For more information on the Water Quality Certification and WDR processes, visit the
Central Valley Water Board website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/help/business_help/permit2.shtml.

Regulatory Compliance for Commercially Irrigated Agriculture
If the property will be used for commercial irrigated agricultural, the discharger will be
required to obtain regulatory coverage under the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program.
There are two options to comply:
1.

Obtain Coverage Under a Coalition Group. Join the local Coalition Group that
supports land owners with the implementation of the Irrigated Lands Regulatory
Program. The Coalition Group conducts water quality monitoring and reporting to
the Central Valley Water Board on behalf of its growers. The Coalition Groups
charge an annual membership fee, which varies by Coalition Group. To find the
Coalition Group in your area, visit the Central Valley Water Board's website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/irrigated_lands/app_appr
ovallindex.shtml; or contact water board staff at (916) 464-4611 or via email at
lrrLands@waterboards.ca.gov.

2.

Obtain Coverage Under the General Waste Discharge Requirements for
Individual Growers, General Order RS-2013-0100. Dischargers not participating
in a third-party group (Coalition) are regulated individually. Depending on the
specific site conditions, growers may be required to monitor runoff from their
property, install monitoring wells, and submit a notice of intent, farm plan, and other
action plans regarding their actions to comply with their General Order. Yearly
costs would include State administrative fees (for example, annual fees for farm
sizes from 10-100 acres are currently $1,084 + $6.70/Acre); the cost to prepare
annual monitoring reports; and water quality monitoring costs. To enroll as an
Individual Discharger under the Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program, call the
Central Valley Water Board phone line at (916) 464-4611 or e-mail board staff at
lrrLands@waterboards.ca.gov.

Low or Limited Threat General NPDES Permit
If the proposed project includes construction dewatering and it is necessary to discharge
the groundwater to waters of the United States, the proposed project will require coverage
under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Dewatering
discharges are typically considered a low or limited threat to water quality and may be
covered under the General Order for Dewatering and Other Low Threat Discharges to
Surface Waters (Low Threat General Order) or the General Order for Limited Threat
Discharges of Treated/Untreated Groundwater from Cleanup Sites, Wastewater from
Superchlorination Projects, and Other Limited Threat Wastewaters to Surface Water
(Limited Threat General Order). A complete application must be submitted to the Central
Valley Water Board to obtain coverage _under these General NPDES permits.

•
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For more information regarding the Low Threat General Order and the application process,
visit the Central Valley Water Board website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/general_ord
ers/rS-2013-0074.pdf
For more information regarding the Limited Threat General Order and the application
process, visit the Central Valley Water Board website at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board_decisions/adopted_orders/general_ord
ers/rS-20 13-0073. pdf
If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (916) 464-4684 or

tcl~ros.~
Trevor Cleak
Environmental Scientist

cc:

State Clearinghouse unit, Governor's Office of Planning and Research, Sacramento

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Stan Risen
Chief Executive Officer
Patricia Hill Thomas
Chief Operations Officer/
Assistant Executive Officer
Keith D. Boggs
Assistant Executive Officer

Stuv1ng to be tho Best

JodyHayes
Assistant Executive Officer
1010 1dh Street, Suite 6800, Modesto, CA 95354
Post Office Box 3404, Modesto, CA 95353-3404
Phone: 209.525.6333 Fax 209.544.6226

STANISLAUS COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW COMMITTEE
August27, 2015

Tamorah Bryant, Acting Senior Civil Engineer
City of Modesto, Utilities Department
PO Box 642 I 1010 Tenth Street
Modesto, CA 95353
SUBJECT:

ENVIRONMENTAL REFERRAL- CITY OF MODESTO- NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT- THE DEL RIO TANK AND
WELLS PROJECT

Ms. Bryant:
Thank you for the opportunity to review the above-referenced project.
The Stanislaus County Environmental Review Committee (ERC) has reviewed the subject project and
asks the City of Modesto to consider including the following information in its environmental impact
report:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Aesthetic impacts to surrounding land uses;
The project's compatibility to surrounding land uses;
Growth-inducing impacts;
Noise impacts;
Impacts of potential water treatment options; and
The City should consider proper analysis to ensure no adverse impacts occur to existing
groundwater users such as domestic wells. This analysis should include, but not be limited to, a
drawdown interference analysis based upon the proposed pump(s) withdrawal rate and usage
pattern.

The ERC appreciates the opportunity to comment on this project.
Sincerely,

r~~
Patrick Cavanah, Management Consultant
Environmental Review Committee
cc:

ERC Members
STRIVING TO BE THE BEST COUNTY IN AMERICA

Tamorah Bryant
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Skavdahl, Britta <BSkavdahl@stanunion.k12.ca.us>
Monday, August 10, 2015 12:30 PM
Tamorah Bryant
Dempewolf, Kristen
Del Rio Tank and Wells

Ms. Bryant,
The purpose of this communication is to advise you that the Stanislaus Union School District has no comment nor any
concerns with the proposed project.
This communication shall serve as our formal response to the matter.
Best Regards,
Britta M. Skavdahl, Ed.D.
Britta M. Skavdahl, Ed.D.
Superintendent

1

Tamorah Bryant
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pacheco, Wayne T <WTP1@pge.com>
Thursday, July 30, 2015 3:54 PM
Tamorah Bryant
Del Rio Tank & Well project

Tamorah,
I have reviewed this project and have no comments or changes to the document. Pacific Gas & Electric does
have gas lines in the area but there are no other concerns from the utility. If you have any questions you can
call me at 209-576-6532.
Thanks
Wayne Pacheco
Senior Environmental Field Specialist
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
209-576-6532

1

Water and Power

ID

Modesto
Irrigation
District

1231 Eleventh St.
P.O. Box 4060
Modesto, CA 95352
(209) 526-7373

August20,2015

City Of Modesto - C&ED/Pianning Division
Attention: Tamorah Bryant, Acting Senior Civil Engineer
PO Box 642
Modesto, CA 95353-0642

RE:

Del Rio tank & Wells
APN's: 004-077-018, 019 & 004-102-003 (Ladd Road & Stewart Road)

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this referral. Following are the recommendations
from our Risk & Property, Electrical, Irrigation, and Domestic Water Divisions:

Irrigation
Proposed Site A - Ladd Road
• There are potential conflicts with existing irrigation facilities within the proposed Site A
project area, as shown on the attached project site map. Modesto Irrigation District (MID)
has the following conditions of approval for the proposed project:

>>-

>>-

No encroachments are allowed within MID's existing sixty-foot (60) rightof-way for the Dr. Moore Lateral.
There is an existing private pipeline that lies along the southern property
line of APNs 004-077-018 and 004-077-019. The existing private pipeline
is protected by a fifteen (15) foot private irrigation easement (lnst. No.
16603 dated October 1975). Should the proposed project impact or
otherwise alter the existing private infrastructure, MID recommends the
City of Modesto (City) consult with those who are served by the existing
private pipeline.
If the City doesn't plan to irrigate APNs 004-077-018 and 004-077-019
and wants to be removed from irrigation billing, a Sign-Off of Irrigation
Facilities form must be completed and submitted to MID for review.
There is an existing private pipeline that crosses St. Johns Rd.
approximately 200 feet north of Ladd Road. Should the proposed
transmission main impact or otherwise alter the existing private
infrastructure, MID recommends the City consult with those who are
served by the existing private pipeline.

ORGANIZED 1887 •IRRIGATION WATER 1904 • POWER 1923 • DOMESTIC WATER 1994

City of Modesto
Response Letter: Del Rio Tank & Wells
August20,2015
Page 2

Proposed Site 8 - McHenry Road at Stewart Road
• There are existing Improvement District (ID No. 125 - Langdon Merle ID) facilities
located within APN 004-102-003.
);>

);>

Draft improvement plans for proposed Site 8 project area must be
submitted to MID's Irrigation Operation Division for review prior to the
start of construction.
Irrigation Operations staff recommends a pre-consultation meeting to
discuss MID irrigation requirements. MID irrigation standard details will be
provided upon request.

Domestic Water
• No comments at this time.
Electrical
• The attached maps show the approximate location of the District's existing electrical
facilities.
•

In conjunction with related project requirements, existing overhead and underground
electric facilities within or adjacent to the proposed projects shall be protected or
relocated as required by the District's Electric Engineering Department.

•

Costs for relocation and/or undergrounding the Districts existing electrical facilities at the
request of others will be borne by the requesting party. Estimates for relocating or
undergrounding existing facilities will be supplied upon request.

•

Please contact the District's Electric Engineering Design Department, attention Linh
Nguyen at (209) 526-7437 in order to coordinate project requirements. Project cost
estimates will be supplied upon request.

The Modesto Irrigation District reserves its future rights to utilize its property, including
Its canal and electrical easements and rights-of-way, in a manner it deems necessary for
the Installation and maintenance of electric, irrigation, agricultural and urban drainage,
domestic water and telecommunication facilities. These needs, which have not yet been
determined, may consist of poles, crossarms, wires, cables, braces, insulators,
transformers, service lines, open channels, pipelines, control structures and any
necessary appurtenances, as may, in District's opinion, be necessary or desirable.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 526-7433.

Celia Aceves
Risk & Property Analyst
Copy: File
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Ve{ 1{io 'Property Owners 53.ssociation
'P.O. 'Box 118
Sa{Uia, C.J\ 95368

City of Modesto
Utilities Department
P.O. Box 642
Modesto, California 95353

August 11,2015

Dear Utilities Department:
We are in receipt of your "Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
for the Del Rio Tank and Wells Project," together with an invitation to respond.
As an association, we are in support of the Wells Project. However, we believe that your
Notice is deficient in that it does not reference the litigation between our association and the City
of Modesto, nor the settlement agreement (the "Agreement")in that case which requires the City
to make improvements to the Del Rio water system, including those specified in the Tank and
Wells Project.
By way of background, in 2004, our organization, the Del Rio Community Association,
now called the Del Rio Property Owners Association ("DRPOA"), brought suit against the City
of Modesto alleging, inter alia, that the proposed rate increase violated California law in that it
far exceeded the cost of providing the service. During that litigation, the City disclosed the
West-Yosh Technical Memorandum which specified several improvements that were deemed
critical to the Del Rio water system, and which needed to be done immediately at a very
significant cost. Based upon that report, the litigation was settled with the City committing in the
Agreement to complete all of the West-Yosh critical improvements within eight years ofthe
July 15, 2005 date of that Agreement. Thus, the improvements were all to be in place not later
than July 15, 2013.
In spite of this commitment, and its legal obligations to provide adequate water, to date,
the City has completed work on only two of these "critical" improvements. We believe that the
''Draft EIR, Background and Need" section, must necessarily address the July 15, 2005
Settlement Agreement and the City's obligations under it. For example, it is most concerning to
us and our community that of the 5 specific improvements cited in the report, only 2 have been
completed, and that there is a possibility that the City is somehow going to be prevented from
performing its obligations under the Settlement with us.
The DRPOA and City engineering staff have stayed in communication about these
improvements and the DRPOA has given multiple time extensions. However, our position is
that the City is still bound by this agreement and must provide the necessary improvements to
guarantee sufficient water pressure to assure the safety and supply of the Del Rio community.
We make one other point: The initiating cause (i.e. the 1/28/2005 Settlement Agreement)

of the Del Rio Tanks and Wells Project specifies that the City will make such "improvements
and repairs ... as necessary to continue to provide water service to existing City customers in the
Del Rio Community." It did not, nor did it intend to, address anticipated future growth as cited
in the "Background and Need" section ofthe Notice. It is the position of the DRPOA that if the
size and scope of the project plan includes capacity to provide for future growth and that such
provision makes the project unacceptable or infeasible for whatever reason, the obligations
undertaken by the City in the Agreement would require the City to scale back the project to only
the needs of the current Del Rio Community so that the improvements required by the
Agreement can be completed.
If you have further questions, or need copies ofthe Report or the Settlement Agreement,
please contact our board.

, resident
erty Owners Association
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August 26, 20 15
Via Email and Federal Express
City of Modesto Utilities Department
C/o Tamorah Bryant
1010 Tenth Street, 4th Floor
P.O. Box 642
Modesto, CA 95353
RE:

~

Notice of Preparation of Draft EIR for the Del Rio Tank and Wells Project
Comments Regarding Scope and Content of Draft EIR

Dear Ms. Bryant:
I represent the North Modesto Groundwater Alliance ("the Alliance"). The Alliance is an
unincorporated association formed in 2012 and comprised of residents and property owners whose
collective goal is to ensure that the environmental effects and impacts to the North Modesto area
from the Del Rio Tank and Wells Project ("Project") are analyzed, reviewed and reported in full
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA").
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15082, I submit the following response on behalf of
the Alliance to the Notice of Preparation of Draft EIR for the Del Rio Tanks and Well Project
("NOP") dated July 21, 2015. The following are significant environmental issues and reasonable
alternatives and mitigation measures that the Alliance believes that the City of Modesto Utilities
Department ("City") needs to explore and thoroughly study in its draft EIR:

1. Groundwater.
A. Sustainable yield of aquifer.
i) In the City's analysis of the effects that the Project wells will have on
groundwater quantity, quality, availability and levels in the region where the Project's wells will
be located, the Project wells need to be studied on the basis of operation at their maximum capacity
24 hours per day, seven days per week. The rationale for this requirement is that the City will not
be regulated or limited in terms of the quantity of water it will be allowed to pump from the two
Project wells over any time period, and with growing demand on the Project wells from buildout
of the Del Rio Community Plan and other land uses, the City will only be limited in the amount of
water it pumps based upon a) demand for water, and b) the maximum capacity of the wells' pumps.
Therefore, the impacts of the two Project wells on regional groundwater availability must be
studied as if the wells will operate at maximum capacity, 24 hours per day, seven days per week.
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ii) The sustainable yield of an aquifer (layer of groundwater) is defined as the
average annual amount of groundwater that can be extracted from a groundwater basin while
maintaining a non-overdraft condition. What is the actual (not estimated) sustainable yield of the
aquifer in the immediate location of the two proposed Project wells?
iii) Are the aquifers underlying the proposed Project site hydrologically
interconnected? The NOP project description for Site A (Ladd Road) states that the Site A well
"is intended to primarily draw water from the confined aquifer below the Corcoran clay layer,
which is typically 150 feet to 250 feet below ground." Words such as "intended", "primarily" and
"typically" are qualifiers that imply that the well may also draw water from other aquifers
(Webster's Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary defines "primarily" as "for the most part" or
"chiefly") and are inherently vague and ambiguous.
Furthermore, it is the Alliance's
understanding from discussions with expert geologists who are very familiar with the geology of
North Modesto that the Corcoran clay layer terminates west of the proposed Project well sites, and
does not extend as far east as the Site A well. Therefore, contrary to the statement in the NOP, the
aquifer where the wells will be screened is not confined. It is critically important to Alliance
members that the EIR: a) comprehensively and accurately characterize the subsurface
lithology, including its vertical and lateral extent, in the area of the proposed Project wells,
b) state unambiguously and with certainty and precision which aquifer(s) each of the
proposed Project wells will draw from, c) state whether the proposed wells will in fact draw
from other aquifers too, and if they will, d) state which other aquifers they will draw from.
There are many people, including but certainly not limited to the members of the Alliance,
who must have this information because their own wells are at risk because of the proposed
Project.
iv) When groundwater is extracted from the aquifer in which the proposed Project
wells will be screened, will such extraction draw groundwater from shallower aquifers in the
vicinity of the Project wells or cause groundwater to migrate away from wells that are not as deep
as the Project wells?
B. Groundwater Management and/or Mitigation Plan.
i) What is the City's groundwater management and/or mitigation plan to prevent
an overdraft condition in the vicinity of the Project wells?
2. Growth-inducing Impacts.
How will the proposed Project foster economic or population growth, or the construction
of additional housing, either directly or indirectly in the proposed Project's service area? CEQA
Guideline Section 15126.2(d) requires an EIR to include a detailed statement of the proposed
project's anticipated growth-inducing impacts in the North Modesto area.
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3. Noise.
What levels of noise, in terms of specific decibel levels, will the engines at the proposed
wellheads and pump stations produce during operation? What specific measures or mitigation will
the City definitely install at the Project site to reduce such noise to acceptable residential levels?

4. Aesthetics.
The City must fully analyze the aesthetic impacts of the Project on the neighborhood in the
immediate vicinity of the proposed Project. What specifically does the City intend to do to mitigate
the permanent degradation of the visual character and quality of the nearby neighborhood caused
by the Project? Will the 250,000 gallon storage tank be partially set below-grade to lessen its
vertical profile? If so, specifically in a measurement of feet how deep will the tank be set?
What specific type of fencing or wall (height, type, and material) will surround the Project?
The NOP repeatedly states that the City will install "an eight-foot-tall security wall or fence"
without committing to one or the other. Instead, it procrastinates making such commitment by
stating that "The specific type of wall or fence will be determined during the final design." The
proposed Project was originally approved by the City Council 312 years ago on March 13, 2012.
Certainly, the City must know by now whether it plans to install a fence or a wall. Unless the
specific visual mitigation measure is stated in the Draft EIR, with a full description of height, type,
material and finish, the public will be unable to comment on whether or not such measure is
adequate.
What specific type of landscaping will be used to mitigate the visual blight caused by the
Project? How much landscaping will be used (i.e. number and type of trees, shrubs, etc.). How
will the landscaping be maintained? Will the landscaping plan be in the Draft EIR?
The City's Program EIR and the Finding of Conformance were both hopelessly vague and
ambiguous in discussing these aesthetic mitigation issues. As a result, the public was left guessing
exactly what the City would do to mitigate the visual degradation and blight caused by the
proposed Project, and the City maintained complete discretion right up to the moment of
installation as to what measures it would ultimately employ. The Draft EIR must contain a specific
description of all aesthetic mitigation measures that it will definitely install.

5. Analysis of Alternatives to the Project.
CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(a) requires that an EIR describe a range of reasonable
alternatives to the proposed Project.
A. "No-project" Alternative.

The purpose of describing and analyzing a "no project" alternative is to allow decision

City of Modesto
August 26, 20 15
Page 4
makers to compare the impacts of approving the proposed project with the impacts of not
approving the proposed project. The City has always represented that the purpose of the Project
is limited to upgrading the quality of water being delivered to the existing Del Rio subdivision and
to increase pressure within the fire suppression water lines for better fire protection. The City has
also consistently denied that the Project is being constructed to serve the build-out of the Del Rio
Community Plan. If the City is correctly representing the true purpose ofthe Project, why are two
wells with such high capacity for pumping and delivering groundwater necessary?
The City needs to discuss the existing conditions at the time the Notice of Preparation was
published, and also analyze and discuss whether upgrades to the existing wells serving the existing
Del Rio subdivision, such as abandonment/closure of the existing shallow well and re-drilling a
larger and deeper well in the same location, could supply a higher quality water and simultaneously
better water pressure for the fire suppression system to the existing Del Rios subdivision in lieu of
the Project.
B. Alternative Location.
The key question and first step in this analysis is whether any of the significant effects of
the Project would be avoided or substantially lessened by putting the project in another location.
The Project is being constructed for the exclusive use and benefit of the Del Rio subdivision, yet
with the exception of the Stewart Road well, not one part of the proposed Project- the Site A well,
the storage tank, or the masonry building enclosing the pump station- will be constructed on Del
Rio property. Based upon the current Project design, Del Rio residents living west of St. John's
Road will receive all of the benefits of the Project with none of the burdens, and Petitioner's
members will shoulder all of the burdens with none of the benefits. What alternative sites within
the Del Rio subdivision west of St. John's Road that will be served by the Project are being
analyzed by the City for construction of the Project?
C. Alternatives to the Project.
Depending upon how much groundwater is available on a sustained basis for the proposed
Project (which can only be determined by analyzing the sustainable yield of the aquifer being used
to deliver water to the Project) and how much impact the Project wells will have on the aquifers
and existing nearby wells, the EIR should consider a "reduced intensity alternative" of only one
well instead of two, or smaller wells with less capacity.
Two other alternatives to the Project that need to be thoroughly analyzed are 1) the use of
surface water from the MID water treatment plant to serve the Del Rio community instead of
groundwater, and 2) a conjunctive use of surface water and groundwater to supply the Del Rio
community, which is the same combination that the City uses to serve residents within the City
limits. This latter alternative would result in a reduction of the amount of groundwater
needed for Del Rio, and in the Alliance's view is the best alternative because it is the only
sustainable option that will serve the needs of the Del Rio area as growth continues and
simultaneously maintain water quality and long-term aquifer viability.
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6. Cumulative Impacts.
Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15130, the City should analyze in the EIR the
cumulative impacts of the Project created as a result of the combination of the Project with other
City and MID groundwater projects causing related impacts. As defined in CEQA Guidelines
Section 15355, a cumulative impact consists of an impact which is created as a result of the
combination of the project evaluated in the EIR together with other projects causing related
impacts. The City derives approximately 60% of its water from groundwater wells from its other
projects, so it needs to study the cumulative impact associated with the Project's incremental effect
and the effects of other projects on the sustainable yields of the Modesto and Turlock sub-basins,
the cumulative impact of the Project on the creation of a condition of groundwater overdraft, and
the cumulative impact of the Project on the depletion of water levels of nearby shallow domestic
and agricultural wells.
7. Project Impact on Global Climate Change.
The City should analyze in the EIR the Project's potential impact on global climate change,
including:
a) The extent to which the Project reduces the amount of stored water deep underground
and redirects it to the more active hydrologic system at the land-surface, where it evaporates into
the atmosphere and ultimately falls as precipitation into the ocean or elsewhere;
b) The extent to which the prolonged drought in California is increasing dependence on
groundwater for agriculture, and the impact that the Project will have on exacerbating that
condition; and
c) The extent to which the Project contributes to uncontrolled groundwater development,
overexploitation of groundwater and contamination of groundwater.
The Alliance looks forward to reviewing the Draft EIR.
Sincerely,

~J~
Daniel W. Smith

Tamorah Bryant
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

dbrushwhiz@gmail.com
Friday, August 14, 2015 8:54 PM
Tamorah Bryant
Fw:

forgot to add name dale denlinger
Sent from Windows Mail
From: dbrushwhiz@gmail.com
Sent: Friday , August 14 , 2015 8 : 53 PM
To: dbrushwhiz@gmail.com

Sent from Windows Mail
From: dbrushwhiz@gmail.com
Sent: Friday , August 14 , 2015 8 : 41 PM
To: tbryant@modestogov.com
we are very much against the well being dug and put on the property next to us. It makes no sense to pump
water and pipe it 1/2 mile to the country club. They have property right to the north east of the del Rio club.
no one would see the huge tank and it would be right there. let them run their water tables down, not ours.
farmers in this area are very upset. this is farm land not country club property..
Sent from Windows Mail
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City of Modesto
Transit Division

Jim and J oani Matthews
11 7 Stewart Road
Modesto, Ca. 95356
August 23, 2015

Tamorah Bryant
Acting Civil Engineer
City ofModesto-Utilities
Dear Ms. Bryant:
We have received a Notice of Preparation (NOP) concerning the
formulation of the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Del Rio Tanks and
wells project. As the adjacent property (117 Stewart Rd.) of the proposed Site
"B" Facility, there will be of course, not only consequential impacts to our lives
and property-but also direct impacts which we expect the City of Modesto to
mitigate to the best of their ability. We would like to address some of these
concerns as listed in the Introduction to the NOP and outlined by Horizon Water
and Environment, 20 15, in sequence as listed.
AESTHETICS:
Aesthetics should be an integral part in the planning of any project. Too
often, a utilitarian mindset prevails when planning such a project as the well
development. This is always a short -sighted approach which leads to the
substantial lack of pride in the completed project and an incremental loss of pride
in the community as a whole. The description of the proposed site development
unfortunately leaves a lot of latitude in this respect; "portions of the site may also
include a no-climb chain link fence"; "parking ar.eas within the site will be paved
either with Portland Cement Concrete or asphaltic concrete"; ----either
low-maintenance landscaping or gravel." The end result of such a project under
these parameters could be pretty much anything. We would like to request an
artist's rendering of the proposed site, including its proximity to our existing east
wall and the 275 year old Heritage Oak Tree on the comer lot. With this in hand,
we will be able to offer a more considered opinion.

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE:
Past my paygrade.
page 1 of4

NOISE:
Noise is of course one of several factors that will directly impact both the
quiet enjoyment of our property and its resale value in a negative fashion. In our
previous discussions with civil engineer, Robert Christensen, we expressed our
concern about this matter and were assured that this would be looked into. The
main area of concern of course are the vertical shaft pumps that are unfortunately
the primary choice for such projects. The starting and operational noise from this
style of pump can have a substantial impact to adjacent properties. With this in
mind, we would request that the use of submersible pumps be thoroughly
evaluated and not just dismissed off-hand. There are any number of
manufacturers that have developed pumps that are ready, willing and able to
handle the requirements as outlined in the NOP with efficiency and reliability,
such as the Grundfor-SP Series ModelllOOS, capable of 220 -1,400 G.P.M.- and
heads up to 1,200 ft. If we would receive a commitment in writing that the well
adjacent to our property will be submersible, we will consider this matter to be
resolved. If we do not receive such a commitment we will by necessity assume
that the pump will be of the conventional vertical shaft assembly with all of the
inherent issues of noise involved. In this regard we would request the anticipated
decibel levels of the operational facility such as outlined in the NOP, along with
the measures proposed by the city to eliminate or mitigate these noises.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS:
No statement.

GROUNDWATER:
As we are all aware, the groundwater issue has become a major issue for
Valley Residents and a deep concern of ours especially in the context of this
proposed development. Our home was built in 1929, and as far as I know, we are
using the original well and pump house. Though I have changed out the
conventional well pump to a submersible, we have had zero issues with our well.
Groundwater level when I changed out our conventional ( 1996) was at 40 feet,
and I set our pump at 60 feet (consistent with the old pump). When this new well
starts pumping out 1,000 G.P.M. From under our house, what will happen? The
projected annual average of 175 million gallons a year is a staggering number. Is
our well and our neighbors wells going to be immune to this water grab
underneath our property, or will it suffer the fate of so many small wells in the
page 2 of4

foot-hills that have gone dry. As per the Modesto Bee article of May 10, 2015, by
retired U.S. Geological Hydrologist, Vance Kennedy, we would be naive not to be
concerned. We would like to know what the City of Modesto proposes to do for
us and the residents of our community who might start having water issues,
coincidental, or not, with the proposed development. What is meant by the
statement that the water will be "primarily" drawn from the confined aquifer
below the Corcoran clay level? While we believe the goal to be 100% what is the
projected actual? 90%? 99%? 99.9%? Unknown? Even at a 99% effective rate,
that would mean an annual projected loss of 1. 75 million gallons a year from our
groundwater supply. In its attempt to regulate groundwater resources, the
Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors has submitted a draft resolution (Draft
CS-Section 9.37.020) in which it sights several concerns about the effects of
drafting ( overdrafting ) groundwater resources. Among its concerns, it sights the
fact that mining of groundwater resources can lead to impacts ranging from
movement of inferior quality water, lower levels of water, and groundwater
degradation. It goes on to state that mining of groundwater resources could have
adverse economic impacts including, but not limited to, loss of arable land, "a
decline in property values", increased pumping costs, replacement of wells, etc.
These findings are in the context of limiting the export of groundwater to third
parties outside of Stanislaus County. That does not however, change the fact that
groundwater over drafting can and does lead to negative impacts. I would venture
to say that 175 million gallons/year times two equals potential troubles for all
concerned.

LANDUSE:
No statement.

GROWTH INDUCING IMPACTS:
Obviously this falls under the category "If you build it, they will come."

ALTERNATIVES:
1.
Rezone property that was changed from agricultural to residential in 1995,
back to its proper designation of agricultural The properties involved in this
rezoning have not been developed, nor should they be.
2.
Limit growth in the area.
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ADDITIONAL CONCERN:
Another issue that has been previously addressed with Mr. Christensen was
the health and welfare of the Heritage Oak Tree that lives on the comer of Stewart
and McHenry. This Heritage Oak is some 275 years old and has been the subject
of a Modesto Bee Article and a item of concern of the noted late arborist author
and columnist, John Haller. Mr. Haller once referred to this Heritage Oak, as
quote: "One of the premier specimens of a valley oak." This coming from
someone who devoted his career to the understanding and care of trees and author
of the book Tree Care, by Audel Publishing John Haller c. 1997. We need to
acknowledge and respect not only the beauty and heritage of this tree, but also
take any and all measures to protect this tree in all phases of the proposed
development, including, but not limited to:

1.
Recognition of the status of this Heritage Oak and a commitment to its
continued health and welfare; including the guidance of a certified arborist in all
phases of the proposed development to make sure that no harm comes its way.
2.
Routing of water pipe west to Stewart Rd. Water main needs to be kept
away by running it adjacent to and parallel with McHenry Ave.
3.
Limited Activity Around Oak. We were assured by Mr. Christensen
that the city would take all necessary measures to insure that no harm comes to
this tree, we would like to see such assurance in writing.

Jim and J oani Matthews
117 Stewart Rd.
Modesto, Ca. 95356
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To: Tamorah Bryant
City of Modesto Utilities Department
P.O. Box 642 (1 010 Tenth Street)
Modesto, CA 95353

From: Richard A. McCullough
7024 Walnut Woods Drive (Del Rio)
Modesto, CA 95356 (209)524-7667
Subject: Response to Draft Environment Impact Report for the Del Rio
Tank and Well Project
I went to a meeting several years ago sponsored by The City of
Modesto and at that meeting we were told that a deep well would not affect
the more shallow aquifer in our area. Later I read in The Modesto Bee
another expert who wrote that was untrue.
In The Modesto Bee August 2, 2015 "Well data base faces a drought of
user data?" In that article I saw a very real lack of data for the Del Rio
area. With this in mind, I believe more study should be done before any
approval of any expansion of existing wells or adding of a new well to site
B: APN004-102-003 on Stewart Road. There are a number of private
homes off of Stewart that have always been on shallow private wells.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Dick Monteith, District 4
Representative on the Stanislaus County Board of Supervisors asking for
his help to ensure we are not harmed by this proposal.

