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PREFACE
The City of Modesto has a fascinating history that began in the mid-1800s as a result of the
influence of the railroad. Historically, it was the home of the Yokut and Miwok Indian tribes.
Europeans first explored the region in the early 1800s when Spaniards searched for mission sites and
later by Mountain Men such as Kit Carson who trapped beaver along the valley's rivers. The
Stanislaus River was named for Chief Estanislao, a Native American who was once a Mission Indian
but who ran away and led battles against the intrusion of immigrants. He later made peace with
Mexican officials. During the Gold Rush of 1849, the northern San Joaquin Valley area became an
important point for commerce. This drew the attention of the great railroad barons of that time,
Leland Stanford, Mark Hopkins, Charles Crocker, and Collis P. Huntington, known as the "Big
Four." The group got together, bought land, and created the first railroad in the region. A town
was established in the heart of the area. The City's name- Modesto - according to popular legend,
came from the word "modesty" which described William C. Ralston, founder and late President of
the Bank of California. Because Ralston declined to have the new railroad town named after him, his
modesty was noted. Thus the town's name was coined. "Modesto" is simply the Spanish word for
modest.
The railroad reached the new town on October 10, 1870. The town of Modesto was founded by
the Contract and Finance Company, a division of the Central Pacific Railroad, as a rail depot on the
San Joaquin Valley Railroad. Located on high dry ground, in one of the finest wheat growing regions
of the state, Modesto quickly grew into a town of respectable size. On August 6, 1884, the City of
Modesto was incorporated in order to provide the growing community with the necessary
municipal services that make a city a pleasant place to work and live.
Understanding the value of recognizing and preserving the best attributes of the past, the Modesto
City Council established the Landmark Preservation Commission in 1987 to advise and make
recommendations on sites worthy of designation as land- marks. This publication is not meant to be
a history of the City of Modesto, but to serve as a method to document the efforts of the city fathers to
preserve Modesto's heritage.
A major portion of this document was compiled by Bill Latham, former Landmark Preservation
Commissioner. Final editing, design, and some research was done for the City by Ken Williams and
Kathleen Gooch as a project of the McHenry Museum Press and Publications Board chaired by David
Jolliff.
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VALUE OF PRESERVATION
In Modesto, the motivation for promoting historic preservation and designation is explained
below:
1. The built environment, even modest housing, can be significant because of its craftsmanship
or because of its practical and useful response to the needs of its era. Most buildings of one era
can be sensitively renovated on the interior to meet contemporary needs while preserving the
integrity of the exterior. It is important that our past experiments in housing and community
planning be preserved for use by future generations and general public enjoyment.
2. A stimulating city is one that has a diversity of housing types of various ages and
configuration to appeal to a diversity of family needs.
3. A stimulating city is one that exhibits economic vitality and continuing public and property
owner investment in all its neighborhoods. We need to celebrate the b e a u t y of our older
neighborhoods: the mature street trees; upgraded and well-maintained parks and schools;
active PTAs and Neighborhood Watch Programs, and other social institutions.
4. A sense of community is what cities should be about. Landmark designation is another tool to
celebrate a given neighborhood's uniqueness.
Like the City of Modesto, this compilation and description of designated Modesto Landmark
Preservation Sites is a work in progress. Anyone having corrections, additions, or comments is
encouraged to contact the Modesto Landmark Preservation Commission.
The Commission can be reached at:
Landmark Preservation Commission
City of Modesto
Community & Economic Development Department
1010 10th Street
Modesto, CA 95354
(209) 577-5267
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MISSION STATEMENT AND GOALS OF THE
LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
It is hereby declared, as a matter of public policy, that the recognition, preservation, enhancement,
perpetuation, and use of structures, natural features, sites, and areas within the City of Modesto having
historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural, engineering, or aesthetic significance is required in the
interest of the health, economic prosperity, cultural enrichment, and general welfare of the people.
● Safeguard the heritage of the City by providing for the protection of Landmarks representing
significant elements of its history.
● Enhance the visual character of the city by encouraging and regulating the compatibility of
architectural styles on / or adjacent to Landmark Preservation sites reflecting unique and established
architectural traditions.
● Foster public appreciation of and civic pride in the beauty of the City and the accomplishments of
its past.
● Strengthen the economy of the City by protecting and enhancing the City’s attractions to residents,
tourists, and visitors.
● Stabilize and improve property values within the City.
● Promote the private and public use of landmarks and landmark sites for the education, prosperity,
and general welfare of the people.

Goals of the Landmark Preservation Commission
The Landmark Preservation Commission will:
1. Promote Public Recognition and Appreciation for Landmark Preservation Sites.
2. Recommend / Conduct Surveys.
3. Recommend Properties for Designation.
4. Safeguard the Heritage of the City by Providing for the Protection of Landmarks Representing
Significant Elements of Our History.
5. Advise Owners of Designated Landmark Sites on Maintenance, Rehabilitation, and Restoration of
Their Properties, In Order to Protect and Enhance the City’s Attractions to Residents, Tourists, and
Visitors.
6. Encourage Continued Use of Sites and Artifacts.
7. Create and Maintain an Exemplary Citizen Advisory Commission that is Mission Oriented, GoalFocused, Knowledgeable, Ethical, Organized, and Productive.
8. The Landmark Preservation Commission will Achieve Results through Teamwork.

iv

LANDMARK PRESERVATION POLICY
It is hereby declared as a matter of public policy that the recognition, preservation, enhancement,
perpetuation, and use of structures, natural features, sites, and areas within the City of Modesto having
historic, architectural, archaeological, cultural, engineering, or aesthetic significance is required in the
interest or health, economic prosperity, cultural enrichment, and general welfare of the people.
Significance: The quality of the information, example, interest, or meaning represented by the site
for understanding and appreciating the past, development, or culture.
Historic Significance: Associated with activities, processes, events, trends, or persons of
importance to the community, state, or nation.
Architectural Significance: Possessing distinctive characteristics of a style, place, or period, method
or materials of construction, builder, or architect.
Cultural Significance: A significant setting of man-made or natural features (including significant
trees or other plant life located thereon), or a combination, possessing meaning primarily by long
association or identification with the community and / or its citizens.
Archaeological Significance: A setting possessing the potential to reveal information important to
historic or prehistoric studies.
Engineering Significance: A work demonstrating a technology, design, or method characteristic of a
historic period or activity.
Modesto Landmark Preservation Site: An area, district, building, structure, or object, which has been
designated for preservation for reasons of its significance by the City Council.

v

MAP OF LANDMARKS
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Designated Landmark
Preservation Sites
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1. McHENRY MANSION
906 15th Street (1883)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: August 21, 1989
Designated by City Council: December 5, 1989
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places: April 4, 1978
Description: This Italianate style mansion is a rectangular, 2-1/2 story building with V-groove rustic
siding, a truncated hip roof with six chimneys, and a boxed cornice with brackets going down to the
paneled frieze. Rising from the center of the roof is an octagonal cupola which has eight windows with
a pediment over the four that are parallel to the house walls. The octagonal roof tapers to a square at the
top with an iron crest around the edges, topped by a weathervane. Pronounced moldings and details
accentuate the formal balance of the house.
Historic Significance: Built in 1883 by Robert McHenry, the mansion had 23 rooms. Robert
McHenry was one of the more notable pioneers who paved the way for Modesto's future development.
McHenry was born Robert Henry Brewster in Vermont and came to California at the time of the Gold
Rush in 1849. After living in Stockton for six months, he moved to Stanislaus County and purchased
2,640 acres of land five miles north of what was later the City of Modesto. This holding was later increased
to 4,000 acres and became known as the Bald Eagle Ranch. In 1878, he moved to Modesto and entered
the banking business as the cashier of the Modesto Bank. In 1884, Robert McHenry became president
of the newly incorporated First National Bank of Modesto and later helped organize the Modesto
Irrigation District.
McHenry built his town house at 906 15 th Street in 1883 for a reported cost of $10,000. The house
was entirely hand constructed and became a showplace and source of pride in the small farming
community of fewer than 2,000 residents. Robert McHenry lived in the house with his wife, Mathilda,
and son, Oramil, until his death in 1890. Oramil inherited his father's multimillion dollar estate and
carried on the tradition of business and cultural leadership in Modesto.
In 1923, the Mansion was divided into apartments and remained so until 1976. In that year, Julio and
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Aileen Gallo purchased the home from the estate of L. W. Crabtree for the sum of $150,000 and
donated it to the City of Modesto.
Today the Mansion is decorated and furnished with antiques appropriate to the period when Robert
and his wife, Matilda, inhabited the Mansion (1883 – 1896). Two rooms on the second floor, a
bedroom and adjoining sitting room, reflect the period when their son resided in the Mansion (1896 –
1906). The Mansion is open for tours and is the site of many weddings, receptions, and special events.
Architectural Significance: Tall and stately, the Italianate house is easily identified by its pronounced
vertical lines. The Italianate style is a California adaptation of stone structures built in seventeenth
century Italy. The Mansion is an excellent example of this style, showing how architectural elements are
translated from stone into native redwood and Douglas fir.
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2. McHENRY MUSEUM
1402 I Street (1912)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: August 21, 1989
Designated by City Council: December 5, 1989
Description: Constructed of reinforced concrete, the building was originally square. Its shape was changed
and size doubled by an addition in 1928. A flat roof with a parapet above a dassica) cornice covers three
sides of the original building. The fourth side, facing the alley, is covered by the addition.
The main entrance is recessed in the comer of the building at the intersection of 14th and I Streets. An
imposing convex portico stretches over the entrance doors. Two pairs of fluted Roman Doric columns,
with egg and dart on the echinus, and six circular bands on the shafts, support an elaborate curved
entablature consisting of an architrave, plain frieze, dentils, bead and reel, egg and dart, rectangle
modillion, and cornice. Along the cornice is a series of lion heads. Books in wreaths adjacent to the
portico are a reminder of the building's original purpose.
Historic Significance: In 1905, Oramil McHenry, son of Robert and Mathilda McHenry, bequeathed three
lots on 10th Street and the sum of $20,000 to the City of Modesto to be used to construct a public library.
Prior to that time various groups operated private libraries, open to the public, for many years.
Immediately prior to construction of the McHenry Library, the city operated a library in the California
House on H Street which had been donated to the city.
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3. MODESTO ARCH
9th and I Streets (1911- 1912)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: August 21, 1989
Designated by City Council: December 5, 1989
Description: The arch spanning I Street consists of an elliptical, steel-truss arch supported on
stucco-clad solid piers. Above the arch is the word "MODESTO," while upon the arch itself is the slogan
"WATER WEALTH CONTENTMENT HEALTH." The words are illuminated at night The piers are
Baroque-inspired and include engaged Doric columns, volutes, and arched pediment terminations.
Alterations include the removal of the flagpoles that originally topped each pier, and the relocation of the
entire structure 37feet for the widening of 9th Street. The arch is 25 feet high, with a width of 75feet, and
contains 668 lights.
Historic Significance: In 1911, the Modesto Business Men's Association proposed the idea of an
"Ornamental and Electric Arch." Stretching across I Street at the intersection of Ninth Street, the arch
would signify and attract attention to Modesto's expanding economy. A slogan contest was held, and
the second-prize slogan - Water, Wealth, Contentment Health - submitted by S.R. Harbaugh, became
the "war cry" and appears on the arch. Bernard Joseph, a Modesto architect, submitted the winning
arch design along with his slogan: "Attractive by day and illuminated by night" Funds for the arch
were raised by public subscription. The arch was dedicated on March 9, 1912. When the arch was first
constructed, there were only 85 automobiles in the entire town. By the 1930s, many more cars were on
the scene and the location of the arch was causing visibility problems for the drivers wishing to make
turns at the intersection of 9th and I streets. In the mid-1930s, to remedy the problem, the Arch was
moved several feet to the West.
Known as "Prosperity Arch," the arch today is the oldest slogan arch in the United States and is one of
the few remaining "Booster Era" arches- an example of civic pride and vehicle for "City
Boosterism.'' The first prize slogan was "Nobody's Got Modesto's Goat.''
5

4. MODESTO ASH TREE
Sierra and 3rd Streets (planted before 1911)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 16, 1989
Designated by City Council: October 9, 1990
Cultural Significance: The tree was discovered in 1927 by L.S. Brooks and identified as a new kind of
tree a variant of the original ash. The Modesto Ash was one of a group of Arizona ashes planted by
Modesto's first superintendent of Parks, L.A. Rose, who said the tree came from the Francher Creek
Nursery. The tree was planted sometime after a visit to Modesto by John McLaren, the founder of Golden
Gate Park in San Francisco, who at one time supervised the planting of trees in Modesto Parks.
Nearing 90 years of age and well past the expected life span for an ash tree, the tree stands in West Side
Park, just a few feet from the Maddux Youth Center at Third and F Streets. Nine steel props support its
lower limbs and it rises 80 feet at its highest point. The tree has endured hard-hitting storms, a
near-fatal "heart attack," a concrete implant, and installation of various ingenious man-made support
systems. The Modesto Ash was heavily propagated from the 1930s through the 1960s. At one time,
Modesto's street and park plantings boasted 15,000 Modesto ash trees. The Modesto Ash was known as
one of the best trees available from 1945 to 1960 and in the 1950s was designated as one of the 10
special feature trees on the West Coast by a major Bay Area horticulture group. But popularity began to
fade as the fungus disease, anthracnose, hit turning leaves prematurely brown and dry in the spring.
Roots were more invasive than expected as the trees aged, cracking sidewalks and driveways. But many
neighborhoods in Modesto are grateful each summer for the shade provided by "our'' trees.
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5. PUMP STATION NO.9
10th & Needham (1930)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 16, 1989
Designated by City Council: October 9, 1990
Description: Mixed Classical Revival and Mediterranean style. The pumphouse is a small
one-story, irregularly shaped structure with pillared dome entry. The building is white stucco with
red tile roof. The tiled dome and a matching roof cupola are six-sided with a small round ball
on top. The building has triangular side windows flanked by small ornamental windows with
grillwork.
Historic Significance: This water pump, constructed in 1930 to provide additional fire protection for a
growing city, is the oldest and most elaborate housed water pump in Modesto. Marking one of the few
entrances to the City, the “Grecian Temple” design was modeled after the Sunol Pump Station, designed by
the famous San Francisco architect Willis Polk. The pillars hold up a dome of Spanish tile over an entryway
to a stucco building featuring grillwork windows. Inside, a lone pump resides in elegant solitude. Outside is
a drinking fountain.
The pumphouse was designed by A. O. Carley. Carley was an employee of the city's public works
department from 1926 to 1956. Carley was a self-taught designer and draftsman who never
completed high school. During his 30 years with the city, he designed the addition to the McHenry
Library, several firehouses, miles of water lines, streets and sewer lines, sewage plant facilities and
the city's first airplane hangar. A mixture of classical Greek and Mediterranean design, this water
pump house became a local landmark signifying both civic pride and artistic value.
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6. WOOLWORTH COMPANY SIGN
1014 10th Street (installed 1949)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 16, 1989
Designated by City Council: October 9 , 1 9 9 0
Description: The sign had a red enamel background with gold leaf letters.
Historic Significance: The original building was considered a model downtown Woolworth store and
the sign was installed in 1949 to reflect the company's transition from the 5 and 10 cent era. The sign
was "lost'' during the demolition of the Woolworth building in 1997 – 1998. The building site is now
part of the Tenth Street Place Renovation project.
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7.

FIRE STATION 2
629 2nd Street (1924)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 16, 1989
Designated by City Council: October 9, 1990
Description: Built in 1924, Fire Station #2 is a two-story, overlapped wood structure, designed in a manner
similar to the bungalows in the surrounding community. The station has a low-pitched roof with composition
shingles. Sideboards are at the building comers. The edge of the roof projects with boards attached at the
roof edge. There is a flat entry with plain molding over doors and windows. Wooden pillars on masonry piers
support a brick porch.
Historic Significance: The Hook and Ladder Company of Modesto was organized shortly after the town was
laid out. The volunteer fire department was comprised of many of the wealthy and influential citizens of the
town and was said to have" ...always had able and efficient officers, and saved the town several times from the
calamities of a fire." The uniform of the company was a red shirt, black pantaloons, a fireman's hat and belt of
the latest pattern" and "...they present a fine appearance when on parade, and will compare favorably with any
company of the kind in the State."
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8. CRESSEY MANOR
915 17th Street (1917)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: January 22, 1990
Designated by City Council: November 13, 1990
Description: The rectangular two-story house has stucco walls, a tiled hip roof with molded boxed
cornice, slopping soffit, flat modillions, bed molding and a frieze. The front of the house has a portico,
with three Tuscan columns with abaci and plinths at each corner. Six horizontal beams with shaped
ends protrude from the flat roof. One free standing Tuscan column is at each back comer, and a pair of
Tuscan pilasters is behind each column. In the center of the back wall is a French door flanked by a
narrow glass panels. A semicircular fanlight with radiating bars lies over the door. A conservatory is on
each side of the house. At the back of the lot there is a stucco garage with a door not only at the front, but
with a door facing the alley as well.
Historic Significance: George A. Cressey, the original owner of this house, was a member of one of
Modesto's most prominent families. His father, Albert L. Cressey, was an early Central California
pioneer and a strong advocate of irrigation in the San Joaquin Valley. Albert Cressey and his brother
organized and opened the Modesto Bank, the first bank in Stanislaus County. Cressey was also
instrumental in securing the right-of-way for the Southern Pacific Railroad which ran its first train to
Modesto in the fall of 1870. In addition, Cressey built the first grain warehouses in Modesto and
Merced. For many years he was president of the Stanislaus County Agricultural Association.
George Cressey continued his family's affiliation with the Modesto Bank as well as the tradition of civic
involvement. Following the death of Cressey, Muriel Cressey married Dr. Richard Husband, son of
John Husband, who owned the drug store in the Tynan Hotel. The house became known as the
Husband Place.
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9. TURNER HITCHING POST
1104 14th Street (1871)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: July 16, 1990
Designated by City Council: April 23, 1991
Historic Significance: John D. Turner, the original owner of the hitching post and adjoining home, was a
member of the prominent Turner family who contributed much to Modesto's early commercial growth
and development Turner was the president and manager of Turner Hardware and Implement Company,
established in 1871 by his father, Theodore Turner.
The property was purchased by J.L Singleton in 1932. Singleton was a department manager for Turner
Hardware until 1935, when he became the local dealer for Buick, Pontiac and International cars and
trucks. In 1975, ownership of the property passed to Dean Flesoras who opened a hair styling salon on
the premises.
Historic designation status is limited to the hitching post and not the adjacent building.
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10. MODESTO NEWS HERALD BUILDING
726 10th Street (1894)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: March 16, 1990
Designated by City Council: April 23, 1991
Description: Two-story rectangular, cut-stone building, consisting of a false front with a decorated parapet.
The building is complemented with molded trim with glass panels and divided windows/transom. Curved
marble platform steps lead to a marble and mosaic tile landing. There are two ornamental lights on each side
of the entry. At the top center of the building is an 18-inch seal with a large "B" and "Erected 1894", centered
below the parapet.
Historic Significance: This office at 726 10th Street is Modesto's oldest commercial structure still housing a
business. It was built by J.D. Spencer, editor of the Modesto Daily Evening News. In 1890, Spencer wrote
about his project saying a "...new building, hard finished throughout, 25 x 72, will be erected." It remained the
headquarters of the newspaper until 1920, when it became the office for the Del Este Water Company which
once served much of rural Modesto. When the water company moved out, Beard Land Improvement
Company took over the building. In 1967, it became the law office for Robert Bienvenu and later Chris Reed
Interiors.
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11. HAWKE CASTLE
115 Magnolia Avenue (1929)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: March 16, 1990
Designated by City Council: April 23, 1991
Description: The main body of this brick house has two stories flanked by a pair of towers. Single-story wings
radiate out to either side. The larger tower contains a circular stairway visible through a series of leaded,
diamond-paned Gothic-type windows. Conical slate roofs cap the towers. The hipped main roof is made of
slate and is very steep. A bronze peacock perches at the peak of the garage roof. The recessed entry is a small,
stone lined archway leading to a round-headed paneled door.
Historic Significance: This imposing replica of a Norman castle is unique among Modesto's residential
architecture. It was built in 1929 at a cost of $200,000 by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin R. Hawke. Hawke was the
manager of the J.C. Penney store in Modesto and also owned the Hawke Crop Dusting Service. He founded
the E.R. Hawke Department Store in 1934. Following Mr. Hawke's sudden death in 1941, Mrs. Hawke sold
the house to Mr. and Mrs. Al Goldschmidt. Goldschmidt died in 1962, but his wife continued to live in the
house until 1965. Records indicate that Goldschmidt was an engineer and his wife, Dorothea, was a teacher at
Modesto High School and Downey High School. The house was vacant for several years until it was
purchased by a physician, E. Burnett Tonge, in 1970. Dr. Tonge died suddenly in 1972, but his wife and
daughter continued to live in the house until 1977. Dr. William R. Smith, M.D. acquired the property in 1978.
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12. McCLURE COUNTRY PLACE
1500 N.McClure Road (1882)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 21, 1991
Designated by City Council: November 26, 1991
Description: This house is of the Victorian Italianate style with a large projecting cornice and brackets. The
original porch has been removed and replaced with a small brick stoop. Major additions in the 1930s and
1940s include a kitchen and dining room addition, and an extension made into the parlor.
Historic Significance: The McClure Place was built on the banks of Dry Creek in 1882 to replace an earlier
home destroyed by fire in 1875. Bailey Peyton Hogin, a Confederate army veteran, who arrived in California in
1870, built the new house. He farmed 60 acres around the house. The farm was the birthplace of Grafton
Madoux Hogin, Stanislaus County sheriff from 1922 to 1949. He died in 1967 at the age of 92. The farm was
sold after the turn of the century (1904) to Ernest O. McClure. McClure, an enterprising young man from Los
Angeles, was lured by advertisements of Stanislaus County as the land of water and plenty. He farmed 320
acres south of the house, mostly alfalfa to maintain his dairy herd. In 1925, a peach orchard was planted on
the property.
The City of Modesto purchased 16 acres of the McClure property in 1973 for inclusion in Dry Creek Regional
Park. This purchase included the house and out buildings. A second purchase by the City in 1975 added a
triangle of land extending to Claus Road.
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13. U.S. POST OFFICE AND FEDERAL BUILDING
1125 I Street (1932-33)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: August 19, 1991
Designated by City Council: November 26, 1991
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places: February 10, 1983
Description: Each facade of this Classical style building is organized horizontally into an arcade flanked by two
slightly projecting end pavilions. Vertically each facade is divided along the Classical hierarchy of base, shaft,
and capital. Richly-defined Classical decorative elements abound including the terra cotta entablature, arcades
with Corinthian pilasters, quoins defining the edges of the end pavilions, and the well-proportioned windows
set within each end pavilion. A Mediterranean influence is evident in the clay tile roof edges.
Historic Significance: In March 1913, Congress authorized an appropriation for a new postal facility in
Modesto. The government advertised for a building site for the new facility and in December 1916, the site at
12th and I Streets was purchased for $17,000. A $65,000 appropriation was included in a 1919 Public
Buildings Bill. However, the bill was defeated and with it funding for construction of a post office building.
Frustrated local businessmen then formed the Modesto Post Office Improvement Association, which erected a
one-story building on the site in 1922 - 1923 and leased it to the Treasury Department for the city's post office.
This privately funded building served as the City's main post office for 10 years until it was replaced by the
present building. The current Federal Building was the first civil federal structure erected in Modesto.
Congress authorized an appropriation for a new building in 1930, but the building's design was larger than the
existing lot allowed. After lengthy negotiations with the owner, an adjoining 50-foot-wide strip of land was
purchased, but administrative problems delayed preparation of the plans until late 1931. The plans for the
building were prepared in Washington by the office of the Supervising Architect of the Treasury Department,
which designed most public buildings across the country at that time. The original design of the building was
prepared with two alternatives, one with terra cotta ornamentation, and one with carved stone ornamentation.
The design of the building was identical in both cases. Eventually, the building was constructed using the less
expensive terra cotta ornamentation.
Bids for construction of the building were advertised in March 1932, and out of a field of 19 bidders, the
construction contract was awarded to Murch Brothers, a St Louis contracting firm. Murch Brothers had
considerable experience in federal building construction, and was constructing a new post office in Stockton at
that time. Demolition of the old post office building began shortly after the notice to proceed was issued on
15

November 21, 1932. The cornerstone was laid with considerable civic ceremony on March 12, 1933. The
building was formally opened on October 2, 1933. In 1936, artist Ray Boynton was commissioned to paint
several tempera murals for the public lobby of the building. This commission, one of 1,371 sponsored by the
Treasury Department's section on fine arts, was part of the New Deal program to aid struggling artists and to
provide art in public buildings depicting romanticized pastoral scenes, were completed. Boynton was assisted
by other local artists, including Mallette Dean, Suzanne Scheuer, Thomas Hayes, Robert Nurok, Luke Gibney,
and Milton Anderson.
Throughout its history, the Post Office, as well as various other federal agencies, has occupied the building.
The post office was demoted from a main office to station status (El Viejo Station) in 1967 upon completion
of a new post office on Kearney Avenue. The vacated space in the Modesto Federal Building has been
occupied by other federal agencies, most notably the Internal Revenue Service, since the move. Custody of the
building was transferred from the Post Office Department (now the U.S. Postal Service) to the General
Services Administration in 1968.
Architectural Significance: The Modesto Federal Building is an excellent example of Academic Classicism,
favored by the Treasury Department's Supervising Architect's Office well into the early 1930s.
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14. SEVENTH STREET BRIDGE (1916)
Seventh Street at the Tuolumne River

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: November 18, 1991
Designated by City Council: April 28, 1992
Description: Concrete bridge with internal steel trusses. Decorative lions are situated at both entrances.
Engineering Significance: Built in 1916, this is a "Canticrete" bridge with internal steel trusses. It was designed
by architect John B. Leonard and is the most important of the four Canticrete structures still in existence in
California. For many years, the Seventh Street Bridge, opened to traffic in 1917, was the only bridge in
Modesto across the Tuolumne River. Three bridges have stood on this site. The first was a turntable bridge
built in 1884 to replace the Whitmore Ferry. It lasted until 1887, when it was judged unsafe. The second
bridge was a 320-foot-long trestle type constructed by the Pacific Bridge Company. By that time, a turntable
bridge was no longer necessary since river traffic had decreased to the point that a bridge that could be moved
to let riverboats pass was no longer needed.
The area continued to grow and transportation changed--automobiles and trucks replaced horses and wagons.
By 1915, the second bridge was no longer capable of handling the amount of traffic required of it. The design
of the current bridge was dictated by a number of factors. First, the county wanted to build a bridge that was
capable of handling heavy traffic and would not become obsolete quickly. Second, the outbreak of World War
I had caused the price of steel to more than double to $70 a ton and a bridge using a minimum amount of steel
was desired. Using a light framework of steel encased in concrete solved the problem. After its opening in
1917, use of the bridge steadily increased, and for many years it was the route of Highway 99 through
Modesto. By 1971, the 54-year-old bridge had begun to shake and rattle, cracks marred its surface, and the steel
framework at the foot of the pilings was exposed where the concrete had been eroded by the swiftly running
river. From 1971 to 1976 the future of the bridge was in doubt. Debate over the bridge continued until April
1976, when the City Council voted to give up a $556,000 federal grant to build a new bridge. Instead local
money was used to salvage the old structure. Major repairs were completed by June 1979.
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15. FIRE BELL
420 Chicago Avenue (1894)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: November 18, 1991
Designated by City Council: April 28, 1992
Historic Significance: The Fire Station Number 2 fire bell was originally installed at the old 10th Street Fire
Station as part of the wooden hose tower. It remained at that location until Arbor Day 1928, when it was
moved to Graceada Park and installed on a pedestal. At that time it was dedicated to commemorate the City's
volunteer fire fighters. In the 1970s, when Needham Avenue was widened, the bell was moved to the park's
children's play area. In 1990, with the help of the firefighters and E. Clampus Vitus, the bell was moved to
Fire Station Number 2 and placed on a pedestal for permanent display. The Fire Bell was moved to its
Chicago Avenue location in front of the new Fire Station 2 in 2008, after the old Fire Station 2 (Landmark 7)
was demolished.
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16. ENSLEN PARK
Stoddard and Enslen Avenues (Purchased 1906)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: August 17, 1992
Designated by City Council: December 8, 1992
Description: Enslen Park retains its imposing entrance with two large pillars with the name of the park and
two smaller pillars showing the date the park was constructed. Later additions to the park include the Boy
Scout Clubhouse, softball fields, and horseshoe pits.
Historic Significance: Shortly after the formation of Graceada Park, James Enslen donated another block of
land at the end of Park Avenue, adjacent to Graceada Park. John McLaren, superintendent of Golden Gate
Park in San Francisco, planned and laid out the new park. The Modesto Women's Improvement Club
supervised the construction and landscaping of the park.
In 1910, Sheriff A.S. Dingley presented 90 redwood trees to Enslen and Graceada Parks. Dingley got the trees
from Sheriff Donohue of Mendocino County where "...redwoods are as common as jack- rabbits in Stanislaus
County," an old newspaper article reports. The Boy Scout Clubhouse was built in 1948 and was donated by
the Modesto Kiwanis Club.
At one time the park contained a small zoo with elk, deer, and ostriches, and possibly a kangaroo. An article in
the April 12, 1918, Modesto Morning Herald states that the Sacramento Park Commission's gift of two lady elk
are"...well received by the two heretofore lonesome gentlemen elk at Enslen Park."
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17. GRACEADA PARK
Sycamore and Needham Avenues (Donated 1914)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: August 17, 1992
Designated by City Council: December 8, 1992
Description: Graceada Park, as originally planned, consisted of extensive landscaping and walkways. Two
rose arbors with benches were installed. E.K. Ekstein gave 1,000 Eucalyptus trees in 10 different species to
the park. A tennis court was built adjacent to the rose arbor. Later additions to the park include the Mancini
Bowl, tennis courts, playground equipment and picnic areas. The Mancini Bowl was dedicated Sunday, May 12,
1949.
Historic Significance: Modesto's park system began as an outgrowth of efforts made by the Modesto Woman's
Improvement Club. When the Club was formed in 1906, the only park in Modesto was a small plot of ground
with shade trees at the comer of I Street In accounts of the time, this small park was described as "...nothing
more than a frog pond." An article in the Modesto Daily Evening Herald reported that the Club"...cast about
for ways and means to secure desirable land and money to sustain a park." Two prominent citizens, Thomas
Beard and T.J. Wisecarver, gave the club 10 acres of land on the north side of town. This land became
Graceada Park - named for Grace Beard and Ada Wisecarver, the donors’ wives. The club accepted the deed
for the park in August 1906. In November 1906, John McLaren, designer of Golden Gate Park, came to
Modesto to consult with the club on plans for the park. Retained to draw the plans, McLaren's proposal was
submitted in February 1907. The Club agreed to spend $1,000 the first year and at least $500 each succeeding
year to improve the park. Three city blocks in size, the park was formally given to the City in 1914.
The Mancini Bowl commemorates Francesco Nicolo "Frank'' Mancini who came to Modesto in 1923 to teach
music at Modesto High School. Under his baton, the Modesto's Boys Band won nearly every award offered in
the state, and placed second and third in nationwide competitions in the mid-1920s. “Probably no one in the
world hears more High School bands than I do, and of all the bands I’ve heard, I consider none superior to the
one you have here,” said composer and band director John Phillip Sousa during a visit to Modesto in 1926.
With help from others, Mancini organized the Modesto Symphony Orchestra in 1931. Mancini conducted the
symphony until 1961, 11 years after he retired from teaching.
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18. RAMMED EARTH HOUSE (The Bradley Home)
1027 N. Enslen Avenue (1934)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: May 17, 1993
Designated by City Council: July 13, 1993
Architectural Significance: This house was built by an ardent conservationist who believed in saving our
forests and building fireproof and durable buildings. Owen Bradley dug adobe from his back yard and set up
the long, 2' x 12' forms in which to ram the adobe earth to make bricks. Six inches of wet earth was poured
into the long forms and then tamped with a 12-pound, hand-held tamper until it was only three inches thick.
The adobe was allowed to dry a few days and then the forms moved so that seams overlapped. Work was
begun in April and the family moved in on November 11, 1936. A friend, Charlie Snedigar, built the indoor
fireplace and friends helped with the plumbing and electricity. Otherwise, Owen did all the work on the house
himself in the mornings, evenings and weekends after work.
This house was built before the discovery that adding bitumen would harden the adobe and waterproof the
material, so horse manure was used for that purpose. The home is cool in summer and warm in winter and
holds heat well. Beams, ceilings, and tile are recycled materials from wrecked houses in Stockton.
Historic Significance: Owen Bradley and his wife, Adriene, were the driving force behind the saving of what is
now the South Grove in Calaveras Big Trees State Park. The Bradley Grove in the park commemorates the
effort the Bradleys led in the late 1940s and early 1950s to save one of the most impressive, but threatened,
stands of Sierra Redwoods.

22

19. SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORTATION CENTER
(Southern Pacific Railroad Depot) 9th and J Streets (1915)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 15, 1993
Designated by City Council: December 7, 1993
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places:
Description: The Southern Pacific Station displays the simplicity of form characteristic of a 1915 Mission Style
railroad depot. The rectangular, one-story stucco building has a low hip roof with boxed cornices and heavy
paired support brackets. At each side of the building is a flat roofed extension with projecting beams and
windows set in arched openings. These extensions wrap around the building and meet on the railroad
trackside of the depot where the walls continue upward forming a parapet above an arcade. A pair of small
bell towers flanks the parapet A projecting arcade with a modified espadana parapet leads to an entrance on
the street side of the building. Paired double-hung, sash windows interrupt the plain wall surfaces surrounding
the building.
Historic Significance: The rail depot was built in 1915 and is typical of the mission-style railroad architecture
of the Southwest with its striking porticos and long platform area. Railroad engineers laid out the town in
1870 and it was the end of the line for the next 13 months. The current station was built when railroading was
a way of life. Few concessions were made for comfort and the waiting room's straight-backed wooden
benches reflected those times. It currently serves as a key piece of Modesto’s Transportation Center, but is
soon expected to once again welcome travelers arriving and departing Modesto by train.
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20. RALPH BROWN RESIDENCE
309 Magnolia Avenue (1923)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution:November 15,1993
Designated by City Council:March 22,1994
Description: The Ralph Brown house is in the California bungalow style. It is a two-story structure with steep
gables on either end of the roof and a cross gable in front. The roof has double gabled dormers. The cross
gables form a broad, arched front porch supported by square concrete corner pillars.
Historical Significance: The house was built in 1922 for Mr. and Mrs. William James Brown, who moved to
Modesto in 1909. In 1918, Brown was elected District Attorney for Stanislaus County. When the house was
built, the Wisecarver Addition was just being developed. Mr. and Mrs.Brown lived in this house for the rest of
their lives.
Their son, Ralph, also became an attorney. In 1933, he joined his father's firm and in 1942 was elected to the
California Assembly. In 1959, he was unanimously elected Speaker of the Assembly. He is most well-known
for his contribution to good government in the form of an anti-secrecy law known as the Brown Act. He
served in the California Legislature as a member of the Assembly for 19 years, nine consecutive terms. In
1961, Brown stepped down as Speaker and accepted an appointment to the newly established Fifth District
Court of Appeals in Fresno. He worked as a judge until his death in 1966.
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21. GALLO FOUNDERS BUILDING
401 11th Street (1928)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: November 15, 1993
Designated by City Council: March 22, 1994
Description: This rectangular, flat-roofed warehouse building is completely covered with vines. The building
is clad in stucco and steps up to its primary 11th Street facade. The facade features a large, rolling metal door
as well as a metal-clad main door. Windows are non-original, metal sliders. A plaque reading "E &. JGallo
Winery Founded 1933" hangs over the entry door.
Historic Significance: This warehouse is the original site of the E & J Gallo Winery. It was built by the Beard
Land and Investment Company and was leased to the Gallo Brothers for $60 in 1928. It was not until 1940
that the Gallo name appeared on a bottle of wine. However, once started, the winery grew with phenomenal
speed. Julio Gallo took charge of production, while Ernest managed sales and marketing. "I'll sell all you can
make, "Ernest is quoted as saying to Julio, who replied, "I'll make all you can sell." This kind of family
cooperation has continued through the years, making Gallo the largest winery in the world.
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22. THE STATE THEATER
1307 J Street (1934)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: November 21, 1994
Designated by City Council: January 10, 1995
Description: The State Theater is in the Art Deco architectural style. The theater has a sans-serif marquee and
a cantilevered overhang. The interior walls have the original murals intact. The existing seating configuration
has a gentle slope in the orchestra and a moderately sloped balcony.
Cultural Significance: The State Theater was built for George Mann and Morgan Walsh of San Francisco by
Harry Brown of Modesto. It opened on Christmas Day in 1934, with a performance of Flirtation Walk,
featuring Ruby Keeler and Dick Powell with continuous performances from 9 a.m. onward. The theater
changed hands over the years but no major changes were made and the walls, murals, seating, and sound
system were preserved. In the 1980s it became the Mexico Teatro.
The State Theater was acquired by the Downtown Arts Project in the early 1990s and is being restored to its
original Art Deco style. It is now used for performances of various kinds. The moveable letter board was
replaced with an electronic message board in 2005.
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23. GRAHAM RESIDENCE
206 Roselawn Avenue (1921)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: June 19, 1995
Designated by City Council: July 25, 1995
Description: The Graham Residence is a painted brick bungalow with one exterior chimney. There is an off
center entrance with a gabled open porch. There is a small gabled porch to the side at the rear.
Historic Significance: This house was built for Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Graham in 1920. Graham was a Civil
War veteran who rode with William "Wild Bill" Cody. The father of 19 children, Graham moved to California
from Nebraska in 1906 after learning "what a wonderful place it (Modesto) was" - an ideal place to raise his
growing family. Their 17-year-old son made all the bricks (approximately 32,000) in the back yard.
Graham owned a livery stable in Modesto called the Vendome and worked for Modesto Lumber Company.
The Grahams were the parents of Mattie Graham Streeter who served as cafeteria manager of Modesto High
School from 1941 to 1960. Mattie and her husband had 14 children, many of whom were active in sports,
coaching and teaching in the Modesto Schools. Her husband was a fireman for the Modesto Fire Department.
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24. MASONIC TEMPLE
1500 J Street (1917)

Landmark Commission Resolution: June 19, 1995 Designated by City Council: July 25, 1995
Description: This tall, two-story, box-like building has stucco walls and a flat roof with a large penthouse.
Around the top of the front and right sides, facing the streets, is a fine, very wide, classical cornice with
elaborate modillions, and egg and dart molding, and frieze. On the second story in the front there are four
large, round-topped, deeply recessed windows. These windows have three vertical lights and three in the
transoms where the glass is curved to fit the arches. The entrance has a wide opening with a segmented arch
and curved hood supported by fancy, curved consoles. An iron gate separates the entrance from a vestibule.
Historic Significance: This Neoclassical structure was originally a Masonic Hall. The first local Masonic Lodge
was formed in Tuolumne City in 1870 and moved to the new town of Modesto in March, 1871. Various
rooms and buildings housed the Mason until 1916, when it was decided new quarters were needed. On August
11, 1917, the cornerstone for the building was laid. A time capsule was deposited within the cornerstone
containing names of the officers and members of Stanislaus Lodge No. 206, Modesto Chapter No. 49, and
Electa Chapter No. 72, O. E. S., copies of the Evening News and the Morning Herald, the city charter, and the
names of the Masonic Hall Building Association members. This building was erected in 1917 for $30,000.
The first story contained an auditorium, a reception room, a ladies' parlor, a billiard room, and kitchen. The
second floor was exclusively for lodge activities.
Architectural Significance: This building is one of the few remaining examples of this style in Modesto. The
Neoclassical style is based primarily on Greek and, to a lesser extent, the Roman architectural orders.
Symmetrically arranged buildings of monumental proportions finished with a smooth or polished stone
exterior distinguishes this style of architecture.
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25. STOCKTON SAVINGS BANK
1101 J Street (1937)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: June 19, 1995
Designated by City Council: July 25, 1995
Description: The Stockton Savings Bank building is in the Art Deco style of architecture. It is constructed of
poured concrete with a stucco finish. The profile of the building consists of a large center block with four
recessed and lower blocks at the corner. A black wainscoting surrounds the building on the street sides.
Architectural Significance: This building represents a diminishing inventory of prominent Modesto
commercial buildings in the Art Deco style of architecture of the 1930s. It was originally built in 1937 as the
American Trust Bank. In 1962, it became the Wells Fargo Bank and remained a branch of the bank until 1965.
It was vacant in 1966. From 1967 through 1970, it served as Don Pedro Savings & Loan; 1971 through1982 as
the Fidelity Savings & Loan; and 1983 through 1988 as Citicorp Savings & Loan. In 1989 it became the
Stockton Savings & Loan. The site is currently occupied by Galletto Il Ristorante.
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26. H STREET FACADE OF MODESTO HIGH SCHOOL
18 H Street (1918)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: June 19, 1995
Designated by City Council: July 25, 1995
Historic Significance: Modesto High School, which had previously been housed in a building at 12th and L
streets, opened on the First and H Street campus in September 1918 after two years of construction. The
building was christened in June of that year with a student performance of Green Stockings, the senior class play.
W.E. Faught was principal with C. S.(Jum) Morris as vice principal. Initial enrollment was 545 students. By
1940, enrollment had increased to more than 1,800 students.
In 1944, after a minor earthquake, major portions of the structure were condemned. Rebuilding of the school
lasted from 1947 through 1951. In 1950, the enrollment topped 2,500 and Thomas Downey High, which
opened in 1951, was built to relieve some of the overcrowding problems.
This designation covers only the façade of the H Street side of Modesto High School and not other portions of the building or other
buildings on the campus.
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27. WISSNER MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING
901McHenry Avenue (1937)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 16, 1995
Designated by City Council: November 14, 1995
Description: As originally built, this office building consisted of a two-story section to the rear
with a three-car garage on the ground floor and a one-bedroom apartment on the second floor
for the owner. An open courtyard atrium was a feature of the original construction. A broad
staircase led to the basement.
Historic Significance: This building was construction in 1937 as a single-story, Mission Revival, medical
office building. It was the residence of Dr. Leonard O. and Margaret V. Wissner and housed his medical
practice, outpatient clinic, and a private hospital. From 1938 through 1940 it served as physician offices for
Leonard O. Wissner, A.L. Jackson, and J.L. Spellman. Space in the structure was also occupied by E. Coil,
dentist, and Scotts Drug Store.
In 1948, it was converted to a women's dormitory for Modesto Junior College students. Dr. Hugh
Gallagher purchased the building in 1962 for medical offices. Later it became a coffeehouse and a
retail store. It is currently a general office building.
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28. ELKS LODGE
1222 I Street (1927)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: March 18, 1996
Designated by City Council: April 2, 1996
Description: This is a three-story building of brick and concrete. The I Street facade consists of three double
sets of windows on the second and third floors which flank the main entrance. The entrance is recessed, lined
with marble, and has two sets of double doors. Above the entrance, is a panel of cast concrete decoration
topped by an elk's head. Cast concrete decoration also highlights each of the windows. Cast concrete shields
rest above the windows.
Historic Significance: The building was completed in 1927 by Modesto Lodge No. 1282 of the Brotherhood
of the Protective Order of Elks, financed by a $100,000 bond issue and a $50,000 loan. The Lodge couldn't
make the payments on the building when the Great Depression hit and the company holding the mortgage
foreclosed on their loan. The company sold the property to Jim Rice for $92,000. Rice rented the building to
the Elks from then on for $250 a month. In 1950 the property was sold to the Cannery Workers Union, Local
748 of the International Teamsters Union.
An interesting feature of the building was a boxing ring in the basement donated and dedicated by World
Heavyweight Boxing Champion, Jack Dempsey. The basement was closed in 1975.
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29. FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST
1328 H Street (1922)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: September 16, 1996
Designated by City Council: October 8, 1 996
Description: The unadorned facade of this building has a smooth stucco surface. A large straight platform
leads to a pedimented central portico supported by four large, slender, round columns. A tall parapet conceals
the flat roof. The centered main entrance consists of a side-by-side pair of double doors.
Architectural Significance: Built in 1922, this two-story rectangular structure is Modesto's only remaining
public building which reflects the early twentieth century vogue for classical forms. It was the home of the
First Church of Christ Scientist and Christian Science Reading Room from 1922 to 1973.
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30. ACACIA MEMORIAL PARK
801 Scenic Drive (1872)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 21, 1996
Designated by City Council: December 3, 1996
Historic Significance: This cemetery was originally laid out by the Masonic Lodge in 1872 as a Masonic
cemetery. The oldest graves in the cemetery were moved there from the early Westport area. Moved in were:
Isaiah Laird, died 1849, age 2; Wallace Laird, died 1852, age 6 months; Thomas Laird, died 1868, age 12; and
Elvira Porter, died 1867, age 24. These were the children of John and Martha Laird. They are all buried in the
Jesse Spalding plot, the first bought when the Lodge began to sell lots. Other old graves moved in include:
George W. Lawrence, born and died June 1, 1869, son of W. and M.A. Lawrence; and J.L. Cross, husband of
Jennie, who died October 19, 1874. The first original burials in the cemetery were Diantha Sanders, died May
22, 1873; Andrew Yokum, died May 23, 1873; and Dr. J.E. Howard, died October 14, 1874.
Acacia is one of four adjoining cemeteries on Scenic Drive which locals called “The Silent City.” This is the
first city cemetery to have a set-apart veterans section. In 1917, the cemetery was incorporated and in 1960,
more land was purchased and an addition called the Pine Tree Area was developed. In 1964, the name was
changed from Masonic Cemetery to Acacia Memorial Park.
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31. MODESTO PIONEER CEMETERY
(Formerly Wildley Lodge, I.O.O.F.Cemetery) 905 Scenic Drive (1856)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 21, 1996
Designated by City Council: December 3, 1996
Historic Significance: The land for this cemetery was originally part of a land grant signed by President
Abraham Lincoln. In 1872, the Wildley Lodge, I.O.O.F. purchased five acres of land between the Masonic
and Modesto cemeteries. (The Lodge moved from Tuolumne City, where it had been founded in 1868, to
Modesto in 1871.) Originally a family cemetery, the land already held graves. The oldest grave in the cemetery
is dated to 1856 and is that of an infant girl, Elvira T. McClean. Her brother, William A. McLean, age one
year, rests beside her. They were joined by John T. McLean Il, age 28, in 1894.
The cemetery's only source of income was selling plots. The plots were all sold many years ago so the
cemetery was plagued by financial problems for years. In August 1976, the cemetery's board resigned and gave
the trust fund to the California State Cemetery Board. In October 1976, a volunteer citizens committee was
formed to oversee the cemetery. In March of that year, the cemetery was incorporated as the Modesto Pioneer
Cemetery.
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32. MODESTO CEMETERY
1001Scenic Drive (1855)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 21, 1996.
Designated by City Council: December 3, 1996
Historic Significance: Originally called the Modesto Citizens Cemetery, this has been the area's historic burial
ground since the 1850s. It was later part of the Lincoln land grant. An 11-acre plot, it is the burial site of
many of the county's first settlers. Modesto was founded in 1870 and the cemetery property was laid out in
1872, and named Modesto Citizens Cemetery.
An interesting aspect of this cemetery is that it contains 70 Civil War veterans’ graves, including one
Confederate veteran. The Sheriff's Department maintained the graves in the cemetery from 1964 to 1975.

36

33. ST. STANISLAUS CATHOLIC CEMETERY
(Originally Modesto Catholic Cemetery)
1141 Scenic Drive (1870)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 21, 1996
Designated by City Council: December 3, 1996
Historic Significance: The cemetery now known as St Stanislaus Catholic Cemetery was originally known as
Modesto Catholic Cemetery and was used as a burial ground beginning in 1870. In November 1881, the
original burial ground was included in five acres bought by John Murphy and Michael Curran from H.G.
James, L.B. Walthall, both of Stanislaus County, and W.J. Houston of San Francisco. The purchase price was
$250. On July 25, 1885, Murphy deeded his interest in the cemetery to the Most Reverend Patrick William
Riorden for $1. On February 5, 1886, Belle Curran McPherson, daughter of Michael Curran, also deeded her
interest in the cemetery to Riorden for $1.
The oldest known burials in the cemetery are twins Jacinta and Freddie Ulrich, and Mary Cummings in 1870.
Edward Kiernan was buried there in 1872.
The cemetery includes an office and a mausoleum. As of 1998, there were 8,854 burials on the grounds. The
name was changed to St. Stanislaus Cemetery sometime after St. Stanislaus parish was organized in 1875.
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34. STANISLAUS COUNTY CEMETERY
(Potters’ Field)
1001Scenic Drive (1929)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 21, 1996
Designated by City Council: December 3, 1996
Historic Significance: Founded in 1929, the Stanislaus County Cemetery is the designated pauper's cemetery.
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35. DR. DONALD ROBERTSON HOME
211 Elmwood Court (1929)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: November 18,1996
Designated by City Council: December 3,1996
Description: This building is a French Normandy, single-family residence from the late 1920s.
Historic Significance: Dr. Donald Robertson was the son of Dr. J.C. Robertson, the founder of the Robertson
Hospital, one of Modesto’s three private hospitals until after World War II. The hospital was located on J
Street between 11th and 12th Streets.
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36. MODESTO'S CITY CHRISTMAS TREE
19th and H and Burney (no date)

Landmark Reservation Commission Resolution: February 24, 1997
Designated by City Council: March 25, 1997
Cultural Significance: The first dedicated City Christmas Tree is located on Christmas Tree Island, a small city
park formed by the intersections of 19th, H, and La Loma Streets. The tree has been lighted during the
Yuletide Celebration every year since 1960. In recent years a tree near City Hall has been lighted instead.
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37. STANLEY HOME
225 Stoddard Avenue (1927)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: May 19, 1997
Designated by City Council: June 24, 1997
Description: This one-story, stucco clad residence has a rectangular plan. A steeply pitched roof of wood
shingles with intersecting gables caps the structure. The main entrance is slightly off center and is
recessed in an arched opening. The two front-facing gables project slightly and contain decorative panels
with plaster swags in bas relief above the windows and narrow louvered vents in the peaks. An
exterior chimney extends above the center of the ridge of the roof.
Historic Significance: This home was built by Carl Jessup Stanley and Harriett Kirkman Stanley.
Construction began on January 27, 1928, and was completed in mid-May 1928. The contractor was
H. J. Sorensen, and the architect was G. N. Hilburn, both of Modesto.
Stanley was born in Oregon and came to Modesto in 1890. He became part-owner and advertising
manager of a food market in Stockton in 1913 and enlisted in the Army in 1917. He served overseas
in France and after the war he went into the grain business. I n 1 9 2 4 , he formed a partnership with
his brother-in-law, Justus Kirkman. He became a director for the Modesto Bank. He served on the
Modesto City Council from 1935 until 1951 and, in that position, was Commissioner of Health and
Safety, and also served as Vice Mayor.
Harriett Kirkman Stanley was a member of a pioneer California family and was born on her
grandparents' ranch near Acampo (near Lodi). She married Carl Stanley in a ceremony held in the First
Methodist Episcopal Church at 13th and H Streets in Modesto in 1920. Their daughter, Colleen
Stanley Bare, grew up in this house. She has become a noted author of children's books and books
documenting the history of the Modesto area. She has served on the Modesto Cultural Commission
and was its chairperson for many years.
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38. JOHN M.WALTHALL HOME
118 Sycamore Avenue (1911)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: May 19, 1997
Designated by City Council: June 24, 1997
Description: This brown shingle-style residence has a rectangular plan. Its massive side-facing gable roof is
relieved by a large shed dormer containing three pairs of multi-paned casement windows. The front edge of
the roof extends over a full porch. Square brick posts resting on a low brick wall support the porch structure.
The posts and wall have projecting decorative headers in the brickwork as does the chimney which extends
slightly above the ridge of the roof. Weathered brown shingles sheath the exterior of the house.
Historic Significance: This house was built in 1911 for Mr. and Mrs. John Walthall in the new Wisecarver
Tract which been subdivided from a wheat field only three years earlier. Mr. Walthall, a great-grandson of
President James Madison's sister, came to Modesto on June 1, 1889, after graduating from law school. He
served as Stanislaus County District Attorney for two years and then went into a law partnership until 1914,
when he started his own practice. He was active in a number of civic organizations. Dr. John Cooper, a
prominent Modesto physician, bought the home from the Walthalls and lived there for many years.
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39. PACIFIC TELEPHONE BUILDING
1012 11th Street (1922)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: September 15, 1997
Designated by City Council: October 14, 1997
Description: This is a three-story, Renaissance-style building with a flat roof and red brick on the front and a
short way on the sides. It has a classical cornice below the parapet with flat modillions, bed molding, dentils
and the effect of a frieze by using a brick string course. It has an entrance vestibule on the right corner of the
front with a floor of small, white, hexagonal tiles and fretted black border. To the rear of the 1922 building is a
1950s addition.
Historic Significance: The telephone came to Modesto in 1887 and expanded rapidly from its early beginnings.
On Tuesday, May 9, 1911, headlines in the Modesto Morning Herald read,
“HUMAN VOICE HEARD FROM NEW YORK TO THE COLORADO CAPITOL.
TWENTY-TWO PEOPLE SEND MESSAGES ACROSS WIRES.”
The telephone company expanded to keep pace as subscriptions increased. In 1894, Modesto got a new, larger
switchboard and its first public telephone. The first buildings were at 1018 and 1016 I Street in Modesto. By
1922, the company had outgrown these facilities and moved to the 11th Street location.
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40. GUNDLACH HOME
410 Elmwood Avenue (1937)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 20, 1997
Designated by City Council: November 12, 1997
Architectural Significance: This residence exhibits Provincial styling in its steep pitched gable roof and
recessed entry set in an arched opening. An intersecting gable projects to contain the centered entrance and a
small, multi-paned window. The front-facing gable has a covering of brick veneer and a group of four air
vents in the peak. The multi-paned, double-hung sash windows are asymmetrically placed.
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41. LISH RESIDENCE
125 Poplar Avenue (1910)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: February 23, 1998
Designated by City Council: March 24, 1998
Description: A pair of gabled dormers containing attic vents intersects the side-facing gable roof of this
Craftsman bungalow. The roof projects at the front to cover the full porch structure. A low brick wall
constructed of clinker bricks surrounds the porch. At one side of the house there is an exterior brick chimney.
All of the brickwork has projecting headers. Clapboard siding sheathes the house. To one side of the centered
entrance is a tri-part window group consisting of a large center stationary section and two narrow flanking
double-hung sash windows.
Historical Significance: The Howell family were early settlers in the Modesto area. The family dry-farmed in
the Turlock area prior to the establishment of irrigation projects. The family at one time owned land in what is
now called the Wycliff and Lincoln Estates areas. They had a summer home on the coast and enjoyed
camping in Yosemite Park. The original owner, W.H. Howell, was made Modesto postmaster in 1918. It is
now the Lish residence.
Architectural Significance: This residence is an excellent example of a Craftsman bungalow style building. The
Craftsman bungalow is recognized by the deliberate use of natural materials, its emphasis on structural form,
and a casual relationship with the out-of-doors.
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42. GUZMAN RESIDENCE
215 Stoddard Avenue (1927)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: February 23, 1998
Designated by City Council: March 24, 1998
Description: This symmetrical residence is in the Craftsman bungalow style. The home has a rectangular plan
and is sheathed in narrow clapboard siding. A medium-gable roof with hipped ends and exposed rafters, caps
the structure. A small intersecting gable with a boxed cornice and returns forms a porch over the centered
main entrance. Paired round columns support the porch roof. Fenestration consists of a pair of multi-paned
casement windows on either side of the entry. An exterior brick chimney projects from one side of the house.
This residence is an excellent example of a Craftsman bungalow building. The Craftsman bungalow style is
recognized by the deliberate use of natural materials, its emphasis on structural form, and a casual relationship
with the out-of-doors.
Historical Significance: The first owners of the home, E.J. and Mattie Bryan, traded the house for china,
crystal, and jewelry with Harvey McDaniel, a downtown jeweler, in order to move to a farm on Scenic Drive in
1943. The Bryans soon grew tired of farming and bought the house back. In 1947, they sold the house to
Amos and Josephine Johansen, parents of former Modesto mayor Peter Johansen. The house is now owned by
the Guzman family.
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43. AYRES RESIDENCE
319 Elmwood Avenue (1923)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: February 23, 1998
Designated by City Council: March 24, 1998
Description: This residence is in the Craftsmen bungalow "airplane" style with a single-room upper story over
a large gabled lower story. A large open porch, supported by elephantine piers with short square corner posts,
covers the front entrance. A similar porch is on the right side of the house. The exterior is sheathed in
clapboard siding. R.G. O'Connell, an electrical engineer for the Modesto Irrigation District was the first
occupant of the house. It is now the residence of the Ayres family.
Architectural Significance: This residence is an excellent example of the Craftsman Bungalow "airplane" style
building.
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44. M.D. HARRIS HOME
230 Sycamore Avenue (1934)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: April 20, 1998
Designated by City Council: May 19, 1998
Description: This is a Mission Revival two-story residence with a red tile gable roof. The front porch is
covered by a simple shed roof that leads to a tile-trimmed entry arch. Windows are steel casement with
multiple panes. Exterior walls are painted stucco, with vertical wooden siding on the second floor. The
residence is across the street from Modesto's first public park, Graceada Park. It is on a lovely Sycamore treelined street.
Historical Significance: This lot is part of one of Modesto's first subdivisions. Carved from a wheat field in
1908 by Floyd L. Wisecarver, the subdivision consists of three, three-block long streets on either side of
Graceada Park. Wisecarver, along with T.K Beard, donated some of the land for the park.
M.D. Harris, the owner of Plato's Men's Store, built the house. The house is currently owned by Judge John
and Carol Whiteside. Mrs. Whiteside is a former Mayor of Modesto.
Architectural Significance: The home is an excellent example of the Mission architectural style. One
characteristic of the Mission style is simplicity of form. Key characteristics are the use of arches, red tile roofs,
and stucco siding. The only surface ornamentation is usually a plain string course that out-lines arches and,
occasionally, gables and balconies.
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45. WHEAT BARGE TREE (Valley Oak)
Tuolumne River Regional Park (no date)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: May 19, 1998
Designated by City Council: July 14, 1998
Description: This large Valley Oak is located in Tuolumne River Regional Park on the east side of Tioga
Avenue north of the Tuolumne River.
Cultural Significance: The Valley Oak (Quercus lobata) is native to the San Joaquin Valley and grows naturally
in the Modesto area. The Wheat Barge Tree is one of a large grove of oaks that fills the floodplain along this
stretch of the Tuolumne River. Because of its relationship to the river and the deep, silty sand soil, it has
grown majestic in size. The tree grows in an open area with little competition, which has enabled its branches
to spread and expand to 50 feet or more in each direction. It is an ideal specimen of the species and is
estimated to be the second oldest naturally growing tree within the city limits. As with many beautiful and
majestic specimens, the tree became a landmark through the ages of valley development. The tree is estimated
to be over 150 years old.
Historic Significance: Folk history has it that this tree was possibly the site where barges tied up on their way
down river while transporting wheat from Waterford, after 1891, or even earlier after steaming upriver from
Paradise City in the 1860s and 1870s.
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46. BUNYA BUNYA TREE
Graceada Park (1916)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 19, 1998
Designated by City Council: November 10, 1998
Description: The City's Bunya Bunya tree is located in Graceada Park. The tree, a native of New Zealand, was
a gift to the community from the Native Sons of the Golden West in 1916. Considered one of the largest trees
in the community, the Bunya Bunya tree is 116 feet tall and has a circumference of 12 feet when measured at
four feet from ground level. The tree has an average crown spread of 50 feet. In 2017, the tree was at least
101 years old.
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47. BALMANNOS RESIDENCE
207 Elmwood Court (1927)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: March 15, 1999
Designated by City Council: May 4, 1999
Description: This story-and-a-half rectangular residence is sheathed in stucco and has a steeply pitched, gabled
roof of composition shingles. An intersecting gable faces the street and extends to cover an arched entry on
one side and a matching archway leading to the rear yard on the other side. Decorative brick work outlines
both arches. The main entrance is slightly recessed and its rounded top reflects the shape of the arched
structural opening. Between the two archways is a large stationary window with a curved top. Centered in the
wall to the other side of the entrance is a prominent double chimney, constructed of stucco and trimmed with
brick. Flanking the chimney is a pair of tall multi-paned casement windows. There is a single, front facing,
shed dormer with a diamond paned window. The peak of the gable contains a narrow, arched louvered vent.
The house and surroundings are well maintained.
Historic Significance: The house was constructed by Lloyd and Ida Gross in 1927. Gross served with the
American Forces during World War I as a pilot. He received his training at March Field and was
commissioned as a second lieutenant. After his discharge in 1919, he became an aerial photographer. His
aerial views of Modesto in the early 1920s are in the McHenry Museum archives. His wife, Ida Foote Gross,
was a longtime art instructor at Modesto and Downey High Schools and became a well-known local artist after
her retirement in 1961.
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48. CASA DE CADRETT
(JOHN AND MARY ANN CADRETT RESIDENCE)
201 Hintze Avenue (1931)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: June 21, 1999
Designated by City Council: July 27, 1999
Description: Casa de Cadrett is a mission-style, single-story, white stucco house with a red tile roof. It has
been modified over the years with additions including a bathroom, a kitchen extended to include a back porch,
and a north patio. It now contains 2,100 square feet. The structure is surrounded by a white brick fence and
has a basement. The house has a white stucco wall. A covered entry leads to the oak front door. The house is
decorated with wooden shutters and a protective grate over the living room window. The house also has three
chimneys.
Historical Significance: The house was constructed in 1931 for John and Mary Ann Cadrett. It was designed
by architect G.N. Hilburn and is in what was known as the Hugh High Tract.
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49. Montrie and Robinson Residence
1001 Magnolia Avenue (1930)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: June 21, 1999
Designated by City Council: July 27, 1999
Description: In the recent past this structure was known as The New House. It is a fine example of
California/Spanish Eclectic Style. The two-story residence combines hipped, gabled, shed, and flat-roof units.
The roof is multi-level and made of red tile. The off-white, stucco building has two large, eight-paned
windows with elaborate wrought iron grills in the front. It has an attached carport. There is also a detached
garage which is located at the southwest comer of the property. The front of the house faces Magnolia
Avenue.
Historic Significance: The house was built for Mr. and Mrs. L.H. Hathaway in 1929 – 1930. The Hathaways
moved to Modesto from Hollywood, California, in 1929 and brought with them an Italian family who
constructed the house in the style of the Spanish Revival residences common in Hollywood around 1930.
Hathaway operated the Modesto Grocery at 927 10th Street.
The second owners of the house were Mr. and Mrs. Pantaleo (purchase date unknown). Carmela Pantaleo
continued to live in the house after she was widowed in 1957. She sold the house in 1959 for $34,500 to Dr.
David and Lucille New. The sale was actually a paper transaction because the house was traded for the News'
residence at 1031 Douglas Avenue because Carmella Pantaleo wanted a smaller house. It is now owned by
Susie Montrie and David Robinson.
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50. EARL ANDERSON RESIDENCE
501 Magnolia Avenue (1922)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: July 26, 1999
Designated by City Council: August 24, 1999
Description: The Earl Anderson home is a Craftsman bungalow-style, lap-sided, house. It has a cross-gabled
roof with hips. The house features wood-framed, double-hung windows and a brick chimney. A wrap around
trellis porch was added after the home was built but it blends well with the style of the structure. The porch is
supported by brick and wooden posts.
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51. SCULLY RESIDENCE
124 Sycamore Avenue (1925)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 10, 2000
Designated by City Council: October 10, 2000
Description: Formerly known as the Tillson House, this stately structure successfully combines colonial and
classical elements. The side-facing gable roof features boxed cornices with brackets. Eaves extend part way
around the end of the gable. The front corners of the house are trimmed with fluted pilasters. The slightly
recessed front entrance is capped by a triangular pediment which is supported by paired, round columns. The
entry is framed by a leaded glass fan light and multi-paned side lights. The exterior of the house is sheathed in
shiplap siding, painted white. The carport on the south side echoes the style of the house and is topped with a
balcony.
Historical Significance: The original owner of the house was Warren S. Tillson, son of the founder of the
Modesto Lumber Company which was established in 1878. Warren Tillson became president of the company
and remained active in the business until his death in 1948. The Tillson family was involved in agriculture as
well as commerce. The Tillson Dairy, west of Modesto, was noted for its purebred Guernsey cattle.
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52. MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE
400 Tuolumne Boulevard (1933)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: August 16, 1999
Designated by City Council: March 27, 2001
Description: The Municipal Golf Course is a 9-hole course on 54 acres of land.
Historical Significance: The Municipal Golf Course was constructed in the mid-1930s; the land was originally
part of the Modesto Aviation Field. On June 28, 1933 (Resolution No.2630 N.S.), the City Council adopted
plans for a municipal golf course and appointed Council member Neece as Chairman in charge of the golf
course plan. On August 23, 1933, the City Attorney drew up a contract with Ian MacDonald to be the Golf
Professional and caretaker of the course. On November 15, 1933, R.T. Bush was awarded a bid for $1,018 to
remodel the clubhouse. On November 22, 1933, R.C. Cairns filed a petition with the City Council asking
sanctions in the formation of a club to be known as the "Modesto Golf Course Club. "On December 13,
1933, the City Council approved by laws and constitution of the Modesto Golf Club.
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53. FOY APARTMENTS
1418 – 1430 I Street (1912)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 29, 2001
Designated by City Council: February 26, 2002
Description: Built in 1912, this neoclassical, two-story, rectangular apartment building has stucco walls, a flat
roof, and a molded, boxed cornice with bed molding only on the front. There is a straight buttress covering
both sides of each front comer and rising above the roof parapet like a chimney. Two stringcourses at the
floor level of each story run around the front and sides and pass over these two buttresses.
Along the front are four entrances. Each has a tiled, gabled hood with a crocket at the end of the peak, resting
on three beams and covering a recessed vestibule with a pilaster on each side of the rectangular entrance. In
the vestibule are four doors, each with a rectangular window and sill with dentils under it. Outside the
vestibule under the hood is cement stoop and straight double stairs with four steps. A low wall lies in front of
the stoop and slants down the sides of the stairs. All windows are recessed under segmental arches and have
rectangular sashes with wooden frames that fill the curved space under the arches.
Historical Significance: This building was originally known as the Foy Apartments named after the first owner.
When opened in 1912 these sixteen studio units were advertised as the most modern apartments in Modesto.
Each apartment was equipped with two Murphy beds, one behind a leaded-glass china buffet in the dining
room and the other behind a beveled wall mirror in the bedroom.
The building was purchased in 1917 by G. Lester James who owned it until 1942 when it was sold to Mr. and
Mrs. Miller. Toni Marticchino currently owns the property.
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54. CENTENARY METHODIST CHURCH
201 Needham Avenue (1920)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: February 25, 2002
Designated by City Council: May 14, 2002
Description: This Classical Revival two-story building with Romanesque attributes is faced with glazed brick.
The facade is divided into three vertical bays. The outer bays each contain a prominent round headed, multipaned window. Two horizontal tri-part panels further divide these windows with a decorative plaster rosette in
the center of each section. The center bay projects slightly and contains a pair of tall flat pilasters on either
side of the main entrance. A band of decorative relief joins the ornate capitals of these pilasters. The
projecting center bay is also topped with a row of these tiles. The side elevation contains a stained glass
casement window with a transom at the front of the building and a raised first floor entrance near the rear. In
between is a group of three rounded headed windows divided by tri-part panels. At ground level is a row of
basement windows and a center basement entrance.
Historical Significance: The building was constructed in 1920 for the Centenary Methodist Church and was
occupied by that congregation until 1960 when the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints purchased the
building for their worship services. In 1984 the building was sold and became the Modesto Christian Center.
The Great Valley Center, a local “think tank” established by former mayor Carol Whiteside, was more recently
housed in this wonderful classic structure.
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55. JOHNSON HOUSE
503 W. Morris Avenue (1927)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: April 21, 2003
Designated by City Council: August 6, 2003
Description: Built in 1927, this English Tudor-style house has a heavy shingled, multi-pitch roof with stucco
walls. An arched extension of the front gabled wall extends over the front porch area. There is also a front
"tabbed" door surround. The windows are double hung, multi-paned. A master bedroom was added in 1932
and a master bath sometime between 1945 and 1950.
Historical Significance: Clarence and Birdella Johnson were the original owners of this residence. The
Johnsons lived in the house from 1927 into the 1990s. Mr. Johnson owned the Clarence Johnson Insurance
Company in downtown Modesto for many years. Mrs. Johnson was very active in community events and
organizations. The previous owner, Fern McDonald, was only the second owner of this house. Mr. Lonnie
Parmalee is the current owner.
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56. ROBERTSON HOUSE
215 Elmwood Court (1933)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: January 24, 2005
Designated by City Council: March 22, 2005
Description: Built in 1933, this two-story, Mediterranean-style stuccoed house has a red tile roof with heavy
exposed rafters. A medium pitched gable forms an open porch over the side-facing entrance, which is a woodpaneled door. A square stuccoed post at the front comer supports the porch. A low- hipped tile roof caps the
front two-story portion of the building. A wrought iron balcony is located on the second floor facing the
street. Multi-paned casement windows are located on the first floor facing the street and an exterior chimney
projects from the gabled one-story section of the house. The flooring in the living room and dining room is
tile similar to terracotta, complementing the style of the house and there is a stained glass window in the
stairway. The opening of the Panama Canal in 1914 and the San Diego Panama Pacific Exposition in 1915
inspired a variety of Mediterranean styles between 1915 and 1940. The original garage has been converted to
living space. The rear yard has been designed to support the Mediterranean style of the house, with flagstone
paving and wood pergola.
Historical Significance: This house was originally owned by Dr. J.C. Robertson, founder of Robertson
Hospital, one of three private hospitals in Modesto until after World War II. Dr. Robertson formerly lived at
1002 12th Street Modesto around the comer from the hospital that bore the family name. In 1933 he built the
house at 215 Elmwood to accommodate his family. His son, Dr. Donald Robertson, kept the hospital until
1950 when it was closed and sold to banking interests. The Robertsons contributed tremendously to the
medical community of Modesto and Stanislaus County. The house is currently owned by Robert and Denise
Draizen.
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57. LUNDGREN HOUSE
218 Elmwood Court (1928)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: September 18, 2006
Designated by City Council: January 2, 2007
Description: Built in 1926, this one-story Provincial-style house is sheathed in rough stucco and topped by a
steeply pitched roof with intersecting gables and exposed rafters. There are two front facing gables with the
front gable containing a louvered vent in the peak and a multi-paned casement window. The second gable is
recessed slightly behind the front and lower gable and shelters the stationary window with a single center pane
flanked by multi-pane side lights facing the street. There is an exterior chimney to one side of the house. This
house design was a popular Revival style in the 1920s.
Historical Significance: This 1926 Provincial-style house was part of the Coldwell subdivision, which was
formed on August 24, 1903, and owned by Virginia Coldwell. Mr. and Mrs. Coldwell came to Stanislaus
County in 1875 and purchased a 400-acre ranch about three miles north of Modesto. The subdivision was not
developed until the mid to late 1920s.
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58. SILVA HOUSE
216 W. Morris Avenue (1925)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: March 19, 2007
Designated by City Council: June 12, 2007
Description: The plan of the house is rectangular with a low-pitched, cross-gabled roof with multiple roof
planes, multiple gables with attic vents, and a wide rood overhang, with exposed rafters. An L-shaped porch
surrounds both the north, or street-side and part of the east facades. Short columns, resting upon more
massive capped piers that begin at ground level, create a series of arched openings that support the porch roof.
The house is set over a partial basement that elevates the living area approximately 20 inches above ground
level. The roof is finished with composition shingles and the walls, foundation, chimney, porch piers, and
columns are finished with stucco. The primary living space exhibits a mixture of large casement, double-hung,
and fixed windows. Like all true California bungalows, the house features an open plan with the ornamental
use of wood limited to the molding, baseboards, and hardwood floors.
Historical Significance: This 1925 California bungalow-style house was part of the Coldwell subdivision
formed on August 24, 1903, and owned by Virginia Coldwell. The original owners of the house were William
J. “Billy Silva and his wife Evelyn D. Silva. The house and garage / workshop are consistent with residential
architecture and construction methods used extensively in Modesto and California during the 1900 – 1930
period.
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59. DR. JOHN KENNEDY “DOC” RANSOM HOUSE
305 Magnolia Avenue (1906)

Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution: October 18, 2010
Designated by City Council: March 22, 2011
Description: The 1910 house characterizes an architectural style associated with a particular era. It exhibits the
distinctive characteristics of the Shingle architectural style that was used for domestic architecture during the
period from late 1895 to 1915. The Shingle style was an unusually free form and variable style. Its details are
strictly classic and firmly in the Colonial Revival tradition, with a raised first story and a recessed front porch.
Its distinctive A-frame shape, shingle surfaces, and gigantic gable twice as tall at its apex as the height of the
first floor and as wide as the house that dominates the structure, lend it a distinctive and easily identifiable
presence. The Shingle style remained primarily a “high fashion” architect’s style rather than becoming widely
adapted to vernacular housing.
Historical Significance: This 1910 residence is associated with the life of a person significant to Modesto’s
past. The connection with Dr. John (Jack) Kennedy “Doc” Ransom provides a link to Modesto’s history. A
prominent citizen, “Doc” Ransom was a leading member of the medical community in Modesto for several
decades, 1920 to 1965, and served as County Coroner for over three of those decades. He owned and resided
at 305 Magnolia Avenue from the early 1920s until his death in 1965. The current property owners are Aaron
and Amy Vickery (2011).
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