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Mid-Century Modern: 1939 - 1965
In the middle of the 20th Century, Modesto’s irrigated
agricultural industry was well established and many
related businesses had developed to support it. Modesto
was prosperous and its citizens engaged in various
cultural pursuits. Modesto received national attention
during this period for its high–art architecture, which was
even featured in books published by the New York
Museum of Modern Art.
Mid-Century Modernism grew out of the Bauhaus and
International architecture movements in Europe, which
featured simplified forms with little or no ornamentation
and adaptation to mass production. Many fine examples
of this period can still be seen in Modesto today.
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Stanislaus County Hall of Records, 1100 I Street, 1939
Designed by Russell Guerne De Lappe, who grew up not far from
the site, this is an early example of Bauhaus-style architecture in
California, a style that emphasized the use of steel, glass,
concrete, and other industrial materials.

Heckendorf House, 215 Patricia Lane, 1939
Designed by John Funk, this house was influential in California
and well-known nationally. Its successful design inspired other
Modestans to have their houses designed in the bold new style.
Marvin Heckendorf was the manager of Peoples Cash Store in
Modesto and was the son of Walter Heckendorf, Sr., who
established the New Deal grocery chain in 1933. During World
War II, Marvin was a pilot in the 303rd Bomb Group.

Richard J. Giddings House, 2406 Harcourt, 1962
This house was designed by Donn Emmons of Wurster, Barnardi &
Emmons and the landscape was designed by Lawrence Halprin,
who designed the master plan for the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair.
As of 2018, the Halprin landscape plan, the only one known in
Modesto, appeared to be intact. Giddings was president of the
San Joaquin Mortgage Company.

Everett Turner House, 1010 Brady Avenue, 1941
Everett Turner was the Vice President of The Grange Company
when this house was designed by William Wurster, Dean of the
UC Berkeley School of Architecture and founder of the College of
Environmental Design. Wurster helped define the California ranch
-style house. This house was designed for passive cooling and to
control light and ventilation. Thomas Church designed the
landscape.

Googie-style restaurant, 330 Needham Street, 1953
The clamshell-style curved roof shades large plate glass
windows that create a light and airy interior, designed by an
unknown architect. This building was originally the Penguin Ice
Cream Confectionary.

Roosevelt School, 1330 College Avenue, 1950
This facility is typical of mid-century schools with large, multipaned window walls. The buildings were designed by Fred Swartz
and William Hyberg and the school was featured in a photo shoot
by Julius Shulman, known for photographing modernist
architecture. These photos and others from Modesto are
preserved at the Getty Museum in Los Angeles.

Paul and Ora Mae Crane House,
1104 Wellesley Avenue, 1951
Designed by Rudy Potochnik, this house has the simple, flat roof,
garden entry, and large windows that let in light and allow
expansive views of the yard that characterize mid-century
modern houses. The house is still its original mint green color.
Paul Crane was a mail carrier. Later the house was sold to Henry
and Myrtle Osner. Well known around Modesto, Henry was a
math instructor at Modesto Junior College and Myrtle was very
active in social and human rights issues.

AT&T Building, 1025 13th
Street, 1949
This imposing building is clad in
a grey ceramic tile façade that
is attached to the building with
large metallic rivets. The
narrow windows are separated
by columns that enhance the
building’s spare, mechanical
appearance.
Originally two stories, the upper two floors were added in 1961;
the rivets were added in 2003.

Our Lady of Fatima Church, 505 West Granger, 1954
This is a large rectangular neo-basilica church with a bas reliefdecorated pediment over the entrance to the nave. The 75-foothigh cross is also decorated with a bas relief. The architect for
this project was Vincent Rancy.

Helen E. Harmon House, 1227 Princeton, 1955
Architect Henry Hill’s designs made use of walls with many
windows, such as the glass doors that lead to the driveway of
this house. Hill was a student of Walter Gropius at Harvard and
helped develop the Second Bay Tradition of California
architecture.

A & W Drive-In, 1404 G Street, 1957
This is one of a chain of drive-in restaurants that had its origins
in a walk-up stand established in Lodi in 1919. The first A&W
drive-in restaurant opened in Sacramento in 1923.

Bank of California, 1124 J Street, 1959
The first floor is covered in glass that supports a second floor
whose windows are shaded by lattice-type concrete blocks that
appear to float. The building was designed by Skidmore, Owings,
and Merrill.

Modesto City Hall (1960 - 1999), 801 11th Street,
1960
Designed by the Milton T. Pflueger firm, the former city hall
building has a number of features to promote passive cooling. The
windows are shaded with lattice-type concrete blocks. There is also
a landscaped subterranean courtyard, which the pedestrian must
cross by skybridge to reach the main building entrance.

Wachovia Bank, 833 10th Street, 1965
Slender arches, sculpted ceramic tiles, large glass panes,
distinctive interior lights, the curving stairway, and the
mezzanine mark this classic modernist design by Hollstien and
Mortensen. The sunburst wall clock and the concrete planter that
passes through the wall are typical features of the period.

Denny’s Restaurant, 110 McHenry Avenue, 1965
Designed by the well-known Googie architects Louis Armet and
Eldon Davis, this building has the roofline characteristic of
Denny’s. This iconic design was used to instantly identify the
restaurant around the country.

Jack Jones House, 2410 Harcourt, 1963
Jack Jones was a partner in the law firm Griffin Conway & Jones
on 12th Street. His house was designed by William Wurster and
the landscaping was designed by Thomas Church. As of 2018, the
landscape appeared to be intact.

Joseph D. Podesto House, 2402 Kathrine Avenue, 1960
Unusual in Modesto, this is an Eichler-style house, designed by
an unknown architect. The rooflines are gently sloped and the
entrance and front garden is obscured with lattice-like concrete
blocks. The back of the house also has a small, partially glassenclosed garden. The interior of the house has an open plan and
is rich with wood paneling and built-in cabinets. Joseph was a
salesman for Alpine Packing, a meat processing company.
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