SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA

I.

CITY OF MODESTO LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2018 - 1:00 PM
ROOM 3001
1010 TENTH STREET - MODESTO, CA
SILENT ROLL CALL

II.

LPC-18-001 – Request to Alter Landmark 19 (Southern Pacific Railroad Depot),
submitted by City of Modesto

III.

Oral Communications

These matters may be presented only by interested persons in the audience, staff or
Commissioners. Under State law, Commissioners may respond to matters being presented
under this item only as follows:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
IV.

Briefly respond to statements made or questions raised.
Ask a question for clarification.
Provide a reference to staff or other resources for factual information.
Request staff to report back at a subsequent meeting.
Finally, a Commissioner or the Commission itself may take action to direct staff
to place a matter of business on a future agenda.

Matters too Late for the Agenda

These may be presented by members of the Landmark Preservation Commission and staff, upon
determination by a majority vote that an emergency exists, as defined by State law, or by a 2/3
vote that: 1) there is a need to take immediate action, and 2) that the need for action came to
the City's attention after the agenda was posted.
V.

Adjournment

Notice: Copies of the agenda are on file at the Stanislaus Library Reference Room, 1500 I Street,
Modesto, and in the office of the Planning Division, third floor, 1010 Tenth Street, Modesto. In
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, please contact the Landmark Preservation Commission Secretary (209) 577-5267. Assistive
listening devices are available upon request to the Landmark Preservation Commission Secretary.
Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to
ensure accessibility to this meeting.
Notice: Persons who wish to speak to the Landmark Preservation Commission regarding any item on
the printed agenda, including oral communications, are encouraged to sign in on a form provided at the
meeting. The purpose of this list is to have your name and address should we need to provide
additional information to you. Signing this form is optional to speakers.

Posted pursuant to Government Code Section 54956 on ______________________at________
by

on the bulletin board at Tenth Street Place.

LIST OF INVOLVED PARTIES FOR THE LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AGENDA OF APRIL 2, 2018
At the Commission’s request, staff has compiled a list of persons having a personal/financial interest in the
matters contained in the accompanying agenda report to help identify potential conflicts of interest.

ITEM A

LPC-18-001 – Request to Alter Landmark 19 (Southern Pacific Railroad
Depot), submitted by City of Modesto

Relationship

Name/Address

Applicant

Pires, Lipomi & Nararro Architects, C/O Barrett Lipomi, 1720 G Street, Modesto, CA 95354

3/23/2018

ITEM A
CITY OF MODESTO
LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
STAFF REPORT
1010 10th STREET
MODESTO, CA 95354
(209) 577-5267 – (209) 491-5798 (fax)
TO:

Chairperson Lippert and Members of the Landmark Preservation
Commission

PREPARED BY:

Cindy van Empel, Senior Planner

APPROVED BY:
DATE:

Patrick Kelly, Planning Manager
February 22, 2018

SUBJECT:

LPC-18-001 – Request to Alter Landmark 19 (Southern Pacific Railroad
Depot), submitted by City of Modesto

Contact Info: 577-5267 cvanempel@modestogov.com

RECOMMENDATION
That the Landmark Preservation Commission adopt the attached resolution approving the
alteration of the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot (Landmark 19) to add approximately 450
square feet of office space.
BACKGROUND
The Southern Pacific Transportation Center is Modesto Landmark 19. It has been determined
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and in the California
Register of Historic Resources (CRHR). The building is eligible under NRHP Criterion A
(associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history) and CRHR Criterion 1 (associated with events that have made a significant contribution
to the broad patterns of local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or of the
United States) at the local level of significance.
The extension of the Central Pacific Railroad to Modesto in 1870 was the key to the
establishment of a city at this particular location. As a result, the county seat was moved from
Knights Ferry to Modesto in 1871. At the original station there was no platform; passengers
and freight loaded directly onto the train. A simple platform was later built near the site of the
existing depot, which was built in 1915. The building has since housed various transit functions
and has been owned and operated by the City of Modesto since the 1980s.
The original building is a symmetrical and harmonious one-story building with an arch-arcaded
entry on both the 9th Street side and track sides, arched window openings, and beam ends near
the roofline around the building. Beam ends are situated below the roof line around the
building perimeter, punctuating the arches. Decorative, domed, false bell towers adorn the
track side of the building and are visible from the 9th Street side of the building. Coping outlines
the tops of the exterior walls and is decoratively patterned on the track side. Arches frame
doors and windows on both the 9th Street and track sides of the building. The 9th Street side
has rectangular, wood-framed, single-hung windows. The lower windows are paired one-overLandmark Preservation Commission Agenda Report
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one windows while the clerestory windows are inoperable, single lights that are screened from
the street by the primary façade. Paired, Spanish-style corbels ornament the eaves and
separate attic vents. The building has a high mansard roof sheathed in barrel tiles.
In 1992, additions were constructed on the northerly and southerly ends of the building. These
additions building are asymmetrical and inconsistent with the architecture of the original
building. The addition on the northerly end of the building is larger than the addition on the
southerly end of the building and lacks beam ends, arches, and windows and has three plain
utility doors. The addition on the southerly end of the building has arched openings that are
similar to those on the original building and beam ends matching the original building, although
the windows are inoperable and have aluminum framing.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Transit operations are headquartered at the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot, which is the
transit hub for Modesto and also serves County buses and Greyhound. Building space is
limited. The proposed approximately 450-square-foot addition is intended to house dispatch
and will be designed to provide dispatchers a better view of activity in the bus bays.
The proposed addition will have a different appearance than the original building and the 1992
addition to which it will be attached. However, the City of Modesto plans to continue using this
building for transit operations and to adapt the building to current needs. Dispatchers require a
clear view of the bus bays and the relationship between the building and the bus bays has
prevented this. Placing an arch at the corner of the addition would prevent dispatchers from
having a clear view of the bays, and thus there is no arch at the southwesterly corner of the
building. Instead, windows have been placed in the corner, similar to the wood-framed oneover-one windows on the original building, as a compromise for functionality. For security
purposes, the glazing in the addition would not be clear vision glass, but non-reflective smoked
glass. Additional heating and cooling will also be required and will be installed in a location that
is invisible from all ground-level vantage points.
ANALYSIS
While the proposed addition will differ from the rest of the building by having windows placed in
the corner and not having arches at that location, most of the addition will have arches and
windows similar to the adjacent 1992 addition. To help the addition fit in with the existing
building, the beam ends that appear just below the roofline around most of the building will be
continued around the entire addition. Furthermore, the windows at the corner of the building
will match the windows in the original building with paired one-over-one lights in wood frames,
which will be inoperable. The glazing will differ from that in the original building, but will not be
reflective, which would be more noticeably out of character with the original building. Roofmounted air conditioning equipment is most noticeable and thus must be installed in a location
and manner that is not visible from all ground-level vantage points.
GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY
Policy VII.F.2.c requires discussions with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) when
there may be impacts on eligible or potentially eligible structures. SHPO has been consulted
regarding this project and environmental documentation prepared (see attachment).
Policy VII.F.2.d requires professional review of historically significant structures more than 50
years old when demolition or alteration is proposed and requires the implementation of
measures to preserve historically significant structures and places.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
Staff prepared a Finding of Conformance to the General Plan Master EIR, Initial Study
Environmental Checklist C&ED No. 2018-02, which is included in the Commissioners’ packets for
informational purposes.

ATTACHMENTS (included with Commissioners' packets only)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Draft Landmark Preservation Commission Resolution – March 19, 2018
Initial Study Environmental Checklist, C&ED No. 2018-02
Primary Record, DPR 523
Transit Center Addition Narrative
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LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-XX
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ALTERATION OF THE SOUTHERN
PACIFIC RAILROAD DEPOT (LANDMARK 19) TO ADD APPROXIMATELY
450 SQUARE FEET OF OFFICE SPACE (CITY OF MODESTO)
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 25 adopted on October 16, 1993, the Landmark
Preservation Commission recommended designation of the Southern Pacific Railroad
Depot as a Modesto Landmark Preservation site; and,
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 93-692 adopted on December 7, 1993, the City
Council designated the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot as a Modesto Landmark
Preservation site; and,
WHEREAS, the City of Modesto has prepared a Finding of Conformance with the
General Plan, Initial Study Environmental Checklist C&ED No. 2018-02; and,
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held by the Landmark Preservation Commission
on April 2, 2018, at 1010 Tenth Street, Modesto, California, at which hearing evidence
both oral and documentary was received and considered.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Landmark Preservation Commission
that it finds and determines as follows:
1. The location and setting of the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot continues to
be compatible with future preservation and use.
2. The physical condition is such that preservation, maintenance, or adaptive
reuse is economically feasible.
3. The distinguishing characteristics of significance are for the most part original
and intact or capable of restoration.
4. The existing or proposed use is compatible with the preservation and
maintenance of the site.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Landmark Preservation Commission that the
proposed alterations to the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot are hereby approved as
submitted and subject to the following conditions:
1. Glazing used in the addition shall be smoked glass. Reflective glass is not
permitted.

Res No 2018-XX Page 2

2. Prior to issuance of any building permit, the applicant shall submit a cross-

section drawing, showing how all rooftop equipment is to be screened from
view (including dimensions, materials, colors, etc.) to the satisfaction of the
Director of Community and Economic Development. Roof-mounted
equipment, including but not limited to air conditioners, fans, vents,
antennas, and dishes shall be set back from the roof edge and placed behind
a parapet wall or in an enclosure, so they are not visible to motorists or
pedestrians. Screening for equipment shall be integrated into the building
and roof design. Wood lattice and fence-like coverings are not allowed for
screening.

The foregoing resolution was introduced at a special meeting of the Landmark
Preservation Commission held on April 2, 2018, by
, who moved its adoption,
which motion was seconded by
, and carried by the following vote:
Ayes:
Noes:
Absent:
Recused:
BY ORDER OF THE LANDMARK PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
MODESTO.

Original, signed copy on file in CEDD
Patrick Kelly, Secretary

LPC-18-001

City of Modesto

Finding of Conformance to
General Plan Master EIR:

Initial Study Environmental Checklist
C&ED No. 2018-02
For the proposed:
Transit Center Addition (Landmark 19)

Prepared by:
City of Modesto
Community & Economic Development Department
Planning Division
February 22, 2018

Updated: October 2016
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Updated: October 2016

City of Modesto
Master EIR Initial Study Environmental Checklist
I.

PURPOSE

CEQA allows for the limited environmental review of subsequent projects under the City’s Master
Environmental Impact Report (“Master EIR” or “MEIR”). This Initial Study Environmental Checklist
(“Initial Study”) is used in determining whether Transit Center Addition is “within the scope” of the
project analyzed in the Modesto Urban Area General Plan Master EIR (SCH# 2007072023) (Public
Resources Code section 21157.1). When the Initial Study supports this conclusion, the City will issue
a finding of conformance.
A subsequent project is “within the scope” of the Master EIR when:
1. it will have no additional significant effects on the environment that were not addressed as
significant effects in the Master EIR; and
2. no new or additional mitigation measures or alternatives are required.
“Additional significant effects” means a project-specific effect that was not addressed as a significant
effect in the Master EIR. [Public Resources Code Section 21158(d)]
The determination must be based on substantial evidence in the record. “Substantial evidence”
means facts, reasonable assumptions predicated upon facts, or expert opinion based on facts. It
does not include speculation or unsubstantiated opinion. (CEQA Guidelines Section 15384)

II.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

A.

Title: Transit Center Addition

B.

Address or Location: 1029 9th Street

C.

Applicant:

D.

City Contact Person: Adam Barth, Transit Manager

City of Modesto, Public Works Department
1010 10th Street, 4th Floor
Modesto, CA 95354

Project Manager: Cindy van Empel, AICP, CNU-A, Senior Planner
Department: Community & Economic Development
Phone Number: (209) 577-5267
E-mail address: cvanempel@modestogov.com
E.

Current General Plan Designation(s): RPD, Redevelopment Planning District

F.

Current Zoning Classification(s): TD, Transition Downtown

City of Modesto
General Plan Master EIR
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G.

Surrounding Land Uses:
Northwest:
parking garage
North:
hotel
Northeast:
movie theater, shops
East:
shops, restaurants, parking lots
Southeast:
restaurant, parking
South:
train tracks, mobile food vendors, auto repair
Southwest:
grocery, event center, auto repair
West:
retail shops auto repair, municipal well

H.

Project Description, including the project type listed in Section II.C (Anticipated Future
Projects) of the Master EIR (Attach additional maps/support materials as needed for complete
record):
The Department of Public Works proposes to add approximately 450 square feet of office
space to Landmark 19, the Southern Pacific Railroad Depot building, as shown on Figure 1,
Vicinity Map. The addition would be attached to the southerly portion of the 1992 addition, as
seen on Figure 2, Site Plan, and Figure 3, Partial Floor Plan. The new office space would be
used by dispatch staff and equipment in support of Transit Center operations.
The addition is proposed on the south end of the building and would be stepped back from
the southeastern building façade. The southeasterly corner would be further stepped back,
and would have rectangular wood-frame windows set to the corner of the building. This
section of the building façade would have no arches, but would have beam ends around the
roofline, similar to the rest of the building. The corner windows would be similar to those in
the original part of the building, paired one-over-one lights with wood frames, but would be
inoperable. Figure 4, Isometric Views, shows the elevations of the proposed addition. As
shown on Figure 5, Elevations, the original building is a symmetrical and harmonious onestory building with an arched arcaded entry on both the 9th Street side and the track side,
arched window openings, and corbels around the building, except for a portion of the 1992
addition.

I.

Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required:
None.

City of Modesto
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FIGURE 2

SITE PLAN
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FIGURE 3

PARTIAL FLOOR PLAN
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FIGURE 4

ISOMETRIC VIEWS
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FIGURE 5
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III.

FINDINGS/DETERMINATION (SELECT ONE ON THE BASIS OF THE ANALYSIS
IN SECTION IV)

1. X Within the Scope - The project is within the scope of the Master EIR and no new
environmental document or Public Resources Code Section 21081 findings are required. All of
the following statements are found to be true:

2.

3.

A.

The subsequent project will have no additional significant effect on the environment,
as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 21158 of the Public Resources Code, that was
not identified in the Master EIR.

B.

No new or additional mitigation measures or alternatives are required.

C.

The subsequent project is within the scope of the project covered by the Master EIR.

D.

All applicable policies, regulations, and mitigation measures identified in the Master EIR
have been applied to the subsequent project or otherwise made conditions of approval
of the subsequent project.

E.

No substantial changes have occurred with respect to the circumstances under which
the Master EIR was certified, and no new information, which was not known and could
not have been known at the time that the Master EIR was certified as complete, has
become available.

Mitigated Negative Declaration Required - On the basis of the above determinations,
the project is not within the scope of the Master EIR. A mitigated negative declaration will be
prepared for the project. The following statements are all found to be true:
A.

The subsequent project is within the scope of the project covered by the Master EIR.

B.

All applicable policies, regulations, and mitigation measures identified in the Master EIR
have been applied to the subsequent project or otherwise made conditions of approval
of the subsequent project.

C.

The project will have one or more potential new significant effects on the environment
that were not addressed as significant effects in the Master EIR. New or additional
mitigation measures are being required of the project that will reduce the effects to a
less-than-significant level.

D.

No substantial changes have occurred with respect to the circumstances under which
the Master EIR was certified, and no new information, which was not known and could
not have been known at the time that the Master EIR was certified as complete, has
become available.

Focused EIR Required- On the basis of the above determinations, the project is not within
the scope of the Master EIR. A Focused EIR will be prepared for the project. All of the
following statements are found to be true:
A.

The subsequent project is within the scope of the project covered by the Master EIR.

City of Modesto
General Plan Master EIR
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4. Within the Scope Analysis of this Document:
The Master EIR allows projects to be found within the scope of the MEIR if certain criteria are met. If
the following statements are found to be true for all 21 impact categories included in this Initial
Study, then the proposed project is addressed by the MEIR analysis and is within the scope of the
MEIR. Any “No” response must be discussed.
YES NO
(1)

The lead agency for subsequent projects shall be the City of Modesto or a responsible
agency identified in the Master EIR.

X

(2)

City policies which reduce, avoid, or mitigate environmental effects will continue to be in
effect and, therefore, would be applied to subsequent projects where appropriate. The
policies are described in the list of policies in place and mitigation measures attached to
the Initial Study template. Project impacts would be mitigated to a less-than-significant
level using MEIR mitigations only.

X

Federal, State, regional, and Stanislaus County regulations do not change in a manner
that is less restrictive on development than current law (i.e., would not offer the same
level of protection assumed under the Master EIR).

X

No specific information concerning the known or potential presence of significant
resources is identified in future reports, or through formal or informal input received from
responsible or trustee agencies or other qualified sources.

X

(5)

The development will occur within the boundaries of the City’s planning area as
established in this Urban Area General Plan.

X

(6)

Development within the project will comply with all appropriate mitigation measures
contained and enumerated in the 2008 General Plan Master EIR.

X

(3)

(4)

Discussion:
(1)

The City of Modesto owns the project site, which also lies wholly within the corporate limits of
the City of Modesto.

(2)

General Plan policies will be in effect for this project and have been applied for the purpose of
reducing potential impacts to a less-than-significant-level.

(3)

No federal, State, County, or local regulations are proposed to be changed as part of the
proposed project or in any way that would affect the proposed project.

(4)

Other than the subject site itself, which is Modesto Landmark 19, no significant resources are
known to exist on or near the project site that would be affected by the proposed project.

(5)

The project site is wholly within the corporate limits of the City of Modesto.

(6)

The proposed project will comply with all General Plan Master EIR mitigations that are applied
to it.

City of Modesto
General Plan Master EIR
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5. Currency of the Master EIR Document
The MEIR should be reviewed on a regular basis to determine its currency, and whether additional
analysis/mitigation should be incorporated into the MEIR via a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR
(CEQA Section 21157.6). Staff has reviewed Sections 1 through 21 of this document in light of the
criteria listed below to determine whether the MEIR is current. The analysis contained within the
Master EIR is current as long as the following circumstances have not changed. Any “no” response
must be explained.
YES NO
(1)

Certification of the General Plan Master EIR occurred less than five years prior to the
filing of the application for this subsequent project.

(2)

This project is described in the Master EIR and its approval will not affect the adequacy
of the Master EIR for any subsequent project because the City can make the following
findings:

(a)

No substantial changes have occurred with respect to the circumstances under which
the Master EIR was certified.

(b)

No new information, which was not known and could not have been known at the time
the Master EIR was certified as complete, has become available.

(c)

Policies remain in effect which require site-specific mitigation, and avoidance or other
mitigation of impacts as a prerequisite to future development.

Discussion:
(1)

The General Plan Master EIR was certified on October 14, 2008, so more than five years has
passed since the MEIR was certified. However, the analysis contained in the MEIR is still
adequate for subsequent projects, as documented in the discussion below.

(2)

The project is consistent with the analysis contained in the MEIR. This is documented in the
discussion of the individual issue areas of this initial study.

(2)(a) There have been no substantive changes to the General Plan since the MEIR was certified that
would create additional significant environmental effects that were not analyzed by the MEIR.
(2)(b) There has been no new information that would affect the adequacy of the analysis contained
in the MEIR.
(2)(c) All policies contained in the MEIR that require site-specific mitigation or avoidance of impacts
remain in effect and will be applied to the project as appropriate.

City of Modesto
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IV.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

This Initial Study, in accordance with Section 21157.1(b) of the Public Resources Code, discloses
whether the proposed project may cause any project-specific significant effect on the environment
that was not examined in the Final Master EIR (MEIR) for the General Plan and whether new or
additional mitigation measures or alternatives may be required as a result. The Initial Study thereby
documents whether or not the project is “within the scope” of the Master EIR.
Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21157.1, no new environmental document or findings are
necessary for projects that are determined to be within the scope of the MEIR. Adoption of the
findings specified in Section III.1, above after completion of the Initial Study fulfills the City’s
obligation in that situation.
All environmental effects cited reflect 2025 conditions resulting from the Urban Area General Plan, as
identified in the Master EIR.
The environmental impact analysis in the Master EIR for the Urban Area General Plan is organized in
twenty-one subject areas. The following analysis is based on the impact analyses contained in
Chapter V of the Master EIR. For ease of reference, the sections are numbered in the same order as
the analyses in Chapter V.

City of Modesto
General Plan Master EIR
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1.

TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION

a.

Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR

The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable traffic and circulation
impacts expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Increased automobile traffic will result in roadway segments (see MEIR on Table 1-7, pages
V-1-32 to V-1-34) operating at LOS D, Modesto’s significance threshold for automobile traffic, or
lower (LOS E or F).
Effect: The substantial increase in traffic relative to the existing load and capacity of the street
system will cause, either individually or cumulatively, the violation of automobile service standards
established by StanCOG’s Congestion Management Plan for designated roads and highways.
Effect: A substantial increase in automobile vehicle miles traveled and automobile vehicle hours of
travel and a decrease in average automobile vehicle speed (see MEIR Table 1-6, page V-1-31).
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Potential for growth inducement or acceleration of development resulting from highway and
local road projects.
Effect: Substantial increase in traffic in relation to the existing traffic load and capacity of the street
system, including a violation, either individually or cumulatively, of an automobile LOS standard
established by the Congestion Management Plan for designated roads and highways.
Effect: Increased demand for capacity-enhancing alterations to existing roads or automobile traffic
reduction.
Other impact categories affected by Traffic and Circulation are addressed throughout this Initial Study
(see also Section 2, Degradation of Air Quality; Section 3, Generation of Noise; Section 7 Loss of
Sensitive Wildlife and Plant Habitat; Section 8, Disturbance of Archaeological/Historic Sites; Section 14
Increased Demand for Fire Services; Section 18, Energy; Section 19, Visual Resources; Section 20,
Land Use and Planning, and Section 21, Climate Change).

b.

Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project

Traffic and Circulation mitigation measures pertinent to this project are found on MEIR pages V-1-9
through V-1-28. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project, including any new measures, will
be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project and are listed in Section V,
Mitigation Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR is necessary. No new or additional mitigation
measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant level.

City of Modesto
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c.

Project-Specific Effects

Section V-1.B of the Master EIR provides analysis of Traffic and Circulation impacts of development of
the General Plan, the following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result in a new,
significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: A subsequent development project will have a new significant effect on the
environment if it would exceed the following criteria:
Less Than
Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
1. TRAFFIC AND CIRCULATION
1) The proposed project exceeds traffic generation
assumptions in the Master EIR for the site by 100
trips or more and City Engineering and
Transportation staff has determined that the project
would have additional potentially significant projectspecific effects that are not avoided or reduced by
the Master EIR’s mitigation measures.

X

2) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a
level of service standard established by the county
congestion management agency for designated
roads or highways?

X

3) The proposed project would cause additional
roadway segments in the General Plan area to
exceed LOS D and/or cause additional violations of
standards in the Congestion Management Plan,
and/or cause an increase in automobile vehicle
miles or vehicle hours of travel or a decrease in
automobile travel speed, as compared to the
impacts disclosed in the Master EIR.

X

4) The proposed project would cause emergency
response times to exceed acceptable standards
established by the Fire Department, as compared to
impacts disclosed in the Master EIR (see Section 14,
Increased Demand for Fire Services).

X

5) The proposed project would result in less parking
than required by the Municipal Code or as
determined by staff.

X

6) The proposed project would conflict with adopted
policies, plans, or programs that support alternative
transportation, including, but not limited to the
Regional Transportation Plan, the Sustainable
Communities Strategy, the Bicycle Action Plan, etc.

X

7) The proposed project would result in an increase
in automobile vehicle miles traveled on a per capita

X

City of Modesto
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Less Than
Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
basis, in excess of that considered in the Urban
Area General Plan MEIR.

Discussion:
(1-5)

The proposed project will add less than 500 square feet of floor area to the existing Transit
Center. The new space will be used for bus dispatch operations and staff that are currently
housed on site. No additional traffic is expected to occur. Furthermore, no additional parking
spaces will be required.

(6)

Expansion of the transit operations building does not conflict with plans and policies that
support alternative transportation and is intended to facilitate Modesto Area Express
operations at the Transit Center.

(7)

Because the new space will be used by existing staff and operations, no new trips or
additional vehicle miles of travel are expected to be generated.
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2.

DEGRADATION OF AIR QUALITY

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable air quality impacts
expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Expected automobile traffic will result in increased operational emissions of reactive organic
gases (ROG) and oxides of nitrogen (NO X ) (see MEIR Table 2-8, page V-2-27).
Effect: Expected automobile traffic will result in increased emissions of particulate matter 10 microns
or less (PM 10 ) and 2.5 microns or less in diameter (PM 2.5 ) (see MEIR Table 2-8, page V-2-27).
Effect: Expected automobile traffic will result in increased carbon monoxide (CO) levels in the project
area (see MEIR Table 2-7, page V-2-26, and Table 2-8, page V-2-27).
Cumulative Impacts
The Master EIR indicates the same impacts identified as direct impacts above will contribute to
regional impacts on air quality for the criteria pollutants ROG, NO x , PM 10 , and PM 2.5 .

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Air quality mitigation measure(s) pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-2-13
through V-2-24 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project will be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project and are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-2.B of the Master EIR is the analysis of air quality impacts resulting from development of
the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would
result in a new, significant, project -specific effect not analyzed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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Less Than
Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
2. DEGRADATION OF AIR QUALITY
1) The proposed project exceeds the project-level
emissions thresholds established for CO, ROG, NO x ,
PM 10 , and PM 2.5 by the San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District (SJVUAPCD) and is not
consistent with the development assumptions for
the project site, as established in the Urban Area
General Plan and Master EIR.

X

2) The proposed project does not incorporate the
best management practices established by the
SJVAPCD for CO, ROG, NO x , PM 10 , and PM 2.5 .

X

3) The proposed project does not comply with the
air quality policies in the Modesto Urban Area
General Plan.

X

4) The proposed project would expose sensitive
receptors to pollutant concentrations in excess of
those expected to occur as a result of
implementation of the Urban Area General Plan.

X

5) The proposed project would create objectionable
odors affecting a substantial number of people.

X

Discussion:
(1-5) Air quality impacts associated with this project are expected to be limited to construction
activities. Automobile travel due to staff traveling to and from work is expected to be the
same, as the expanded facility is not planned to house significant new staff, but to provide
more useful space for the Transit Center.
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3.

GENERATION OF NOISE

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable noise impacts expected
after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Future automobile traffic noise levels and roadway construction and maintenance activities
resulting from development of the Urban Area General Plan will exceed the City’s noise thresholds at
various locations, but particularly in areas adjacent to heavily traveled roadways (see MEIR Table 3-3,
page V-3-10, and Figure VII-2 and Table 3-6, pages V-3-18 and V-3-19).
Effect: Expected noise from airport operations and airport construction projects may expose up to
468 dwellings and three churches to noise levels of 65 dB CNEL and up to eight dwellings to noise
levels of 70 dB CNEL.
Effect: Expose noise-sensitive land uses to noise from the construction of bicycle and transit projects.
Effect: Expose noise-sensitive land uses to noise from freight and passenger rail operations.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Traffic from development in the City of Modesto would, when combined with traffic from new
development in the County and other cities, contribute to a cumulative increase in roadside noise
levels on major roads and highways throughout Stanislaus County.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Noise policies and mitigation measures pertinent to the project being analyzed in this Initial Study are
found on pages V-3-11 through V-3-15 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the
project will be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project and any new measures
are listed in Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-3.B of the MEIR discloses noise impacts resulting from development of the Urban Area
General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result in a new,
significant, project -specific effect not analyzed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of the proposed project’s effects are based on the following
thresholds. Project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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Less Than
Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
3. GENERATION OF NOISE
1) The proposed project will exceed the standards
for noise level and hours of operation established by
the Modesto noise ordinance.

X

2) The proposed project will not comply with the
noise policies of, or otherwise be inconsistent with,
the Modesto Urban Area General Plan.

X

3) The proposed project will result in an increase in
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above
those disclosed in the Master EIR.

X

4) The proposed project will result in a substantial
temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise
levels in the project vicinity above levels disclosed in
the Master EIR implementation of the Urban Area
General Plan.

X

Discussion:

(1-4)

Noise impacts associated with this project will be limited to construction activities. Bus
dispatch, which already occurs inside the existing Transit Center, is not an activity that creates
noise outside the building. There are no sensitive receptors located nearby and no mitigations
are thus necessary to reduce noise impacts for sensitive receptors.
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4.

EFFECTS ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on agricultural
lands expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Between 1995 and 2025, development of the Urban Area General Plan may convert up to
approximately 26,000 acres of farmland in various categories in the Planned Urbanizing Area to urban
uses.
Effect: Approximately 1,200 acres of urban development along a 28.5-mile boundary 350 feet wide
between urban and agricultural uses could be affected by continued agricultural operations, including
noise, dust, and chemical overspray or drift.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Growth within Modesto’s planning area would contribute considerably to the loss of
agricultural land within Stanislaus County, accounting for the conversion of as much as approximately
26,000 acres of farmland in various categories in the Planned Urbanizing Area from 1995 to 2025.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Pertinent to the Project
Agricultural land mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-4-6 to
and V-4-8 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project and any new
mitigation to be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section
V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-4.B of the Master EIR discloses the impacts resulting from the implementation of the Urban
Area General Plan on agricultural lands. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project
would result in a new, significant, project -specific effect not previously analyzed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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Less Than
Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
4. EFFECTS ON AGRICULTURAL LANDS
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with the
Urban Area General Plan’s policies relating to
agricultural land.

X

2) The proposed project will either directly or
indirectly result in the development of land outside
the 2008 Urban Area General Plan’s planning area
boundary.

X

3) The proposed project will conflict with existing
zoning for agricultural use, or there is an existing
Williamson Act contract on the project site.

X

4) The proposed project will involve other changes
in the existing environment not anticipated in the
Master EIR which, due to their location or nature,
could result in conversion of farmland to nonagricultural use.

X

Discussion:

(1-4)

The proposed project is a small addition to an existing building in downtown Modesto to
better accommodate activities that currently occur inside the building. No impacts on
farmland will occur.
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5.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR LONG-TERM WATER SUPPLIES

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on long-term
water supplies expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts have been disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Operational yields of the Modesto and Turlock subbasins, both of which underlie the City of
Modesto, are unknown, although the City is participating in a study with the United States Geological
Survey in order to quantify the operational yields of both subbasins. Groundwater withdrawals from
both basins by the City, when combined with other users’ withdrawals, may result in overdrafting
both subbasins.
Effect: Despite available options, during drought years, significant water shortages are forecast for
the San Joaquin River basin, which includes both the Modesto and Turlock subbasins, by 2020.
Modesto would make a cumulatively considerable contribution to the cumulative impact on water
supply under drought conditions.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Water supply mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-5-6
through V-5-12 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-5.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts on long-term water supplies resulting from
implementation of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed
project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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Less Than
Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
5. INCREASED DEMAND FOR LONG-TERM
WATER SUPPLIES
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with water
supply policies in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) Water demand for the proposed project will
exceed estimates for similar projects or for
development on the project site anticipated in the
Urban Area General Plan or sufficient water supplies
are not otherwise available to serve the project
from existing entitlements and resources.

X

3) The proposed project would deplete groundwater
supplies to a greater degree than anticipated in the
Urban Area General Plan or would interfere with
groundwater recharge.

X

Discussion:
(1-3)

The proposed addition to the Transit Center will have no effect on the amount of water used
on site. The addition is to better accommodate staff and activities already on site.
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6.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR SANITARY SEWER SERVICES

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on sanitary sewer
services after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Development resulting from implementation of the Urban Area General Plan will require
substantial new sewage treatment and disposal capacity, treatment plant improvements, sewer mains
and collection lines, and pump stations. The Wastewater Master Plan anticipates the need for these
facilities and its EIR evaluates the impact of developing those facilities. Potential impacts include
degradation of water quality through erosion and chemical releases; localized flooding; construction
noise; exposure of construction workers and the public to hazardous materials; and on the habitat of
the elderberry longhorn beetle, burrowing owl, and Swainson’s hawk, as well as certain other
regulated habitats. All of these impacts are mitigated to a less-than-significant level.
Additional impacts that are not mitigated to a less-than-significant level include loss of farmland cause
by construction of the Phase IA tertiary treatment facility at the Jennings Road Secondary Treatment
Facility, an increase in pollutant loads from increased wastewater flows to the San Joaquin River, and
an increase in noise and criteria air pollutants due to construction activities, including traffic.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No additional cumulative impacts were identified in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Sewer service mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-6-3
through V-6-8 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-6.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts on the Increased Demand for Sanitary Sewer
Service resulting from implementation of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of
whether the proposed project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in
the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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6. INCREASED DEMAND FOR SANITARY
SEWER SERVICES
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with
wastewater policies in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project will generate sewage flows
greater than those anticipated in the Urban Area
General Plan for the project site.

X

3) The proposed project will result in a
determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that
it has inadequate capacity to serve the project’s
projected demand in addition to the provider’s
existing commitments.

X

Discussion:
(1-3)

The proposed addition to the Transit Center will have no effect on the amount of waste water
discharged from the site. The addition is to better accommodate staff and activities already at
the Transit Center.
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7.

LOSS OF SENSITIVE WILDLIFE AND PLANT HABITAT

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on sensitive
wildlife and plant habitat expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant impacts on sensitive wildlife and plan habitat are expected to occur
with the application of the policies contained in the Urban Area General Plan.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Implementation of the Urban Area General Plan will contribute to the cumulative impact of
habitat loss in the San Joaquin Valley. Requiring density development than has occurred in the past
or that is expected in the future would minimize the City’s contribution to the cumulative loss of
habitat. Nonetheless, this is a significant and unavoidable impact.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Wildlife and plant habitat mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages
V-7-17 through V-7-24 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-7.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts on the Loss of Sensitive Wildlife and Plant Habitat
resulting from implementation of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of
whether the proposed project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in
the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
7. LOSS OF SENSITIVE WILDLIFE AND PLANT
HABITAT
1) The project is inconsistent with the policies
pertaining to the loss of sensitive wildlife and plant
habitat contained in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) Consultation with the California Department of
Fish and Game or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
determines that the project would have a significant
effect on a candidate, sensitive, or special status
species in excess of the impact disclosed in the
Master EIR.

X

3) The proposed project would have a substantial
adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as
defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means, in excess of the
impact disclosed in the Master EIR.

X

4) The proposed project would substantially
interfere with the movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife
nursery sites.

X

5) Conflict with local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance.

X

6) The proposed project would conflict with
provisions of an adopted habitat conservation plan,
natural community conservation plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan.

X

Discussion:
(1-6) The proposed building addition is not anticipated to have an impact on sensitive plant or
wildlife species. The project site is in a long-developed portion of downtown Modesto,
removed from rivers and creeks and none of the species known to exist in the area is known
to inhabit or use the project site. There is no habitat conservation plan, natural community
conservation plan, or other species conservation plan nearby.
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8.

DISTURBANCE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL/HISTORICAL SITES

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on
archaeological/historical sites expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Modification resulting in a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historic resource
or the demolition of a listed or eligible historic resource.
Effect: The modification or demolition of a structure more than 50 years in age may be significant.
Effect: Discovery of archaeological resources, in areas outside of the riparian corridors, as a result of
construction activities.
Effect: Construction in an area of high archaeological sensitivity.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No additional cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Archaeological or historic mitigation measures pertinent to the project being analyzed in this Initial
Study are found on page V-8-16 through V-8-20 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures
appropriate to the project to be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are
listed in Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project:
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project unless artifacts are
discovered during construction. Should that occur, General Plan policies VII.F.2.p, VII.F.2.q, VII.F.2.r,
and VII.F.2.s will be applied. No new or additional mitigation measures or alternatives are required to
reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-8.B of the MEIR discloses impacts on archaeological/historical resources resulting from
implementation of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed
project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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8. DISTURBANCE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL/
HISTORICAL SITES
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with the
archaeological / historical resource policies in the
Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would demolish a building
eligible for listing as a historic resource or remove a
landmark from the Modesto inventory.

X

3) The proposed project would modify or demolish
a structure more than 50 years old.

X

4) The project would adversely affect a cultural
resource that is either listed or eligible for listing in
the California Register of Historical Resources.

X

5) The project would adversely affect a Tribal
Cultural Resource identified and/or defined by the
applicable Tribe.

X

Discussion:
(1,3)

The original building is a symmetrical and harmonious one-story building with an arch-arcaded
entry on both the 9th Street side and the track side, arched window openings, and beam ends
near the roofline around the building. Beam ends are situated below the roof line around the
building perimeter, punctuating the arches. Decorative, domed, false bell towers adorn the
track side of the building and are visible from the 9th Street side of the building. Coping
outlines the tops of the exterior walls and is decoratively patterned on the track side. Arches
frame doors and windows on both the 9th Street and railroad sides of the building. The 9th
Street side has rectangular, wood-framed, single-hung windows. The lower windows are
paired one-over-one windows while the clerestory windows are inoperable, single lights that
are screened from the street by the primary façade. Paired, Spanish-style corbels ornament
the eaves and separate attic vents. The building has a high mansard roof sheathed in barrel
tiles.
The 1992 additions to the building are asymmetrical. The addition on the northerly end of the
building is larger than the addition on the southerly end of the building and lacks beam ends,
arches, and windows and has three plain utility doors. It is essentially a plain stucco box. The
addition on the southerly end of the building has arched openings that are similar to those on
the original building and beam ends matching the original building, although the windows are
inoperable and have aluminum framing.
The proposed addition to the Transit Center will appear different from the original building.
However, the City of Modesto wants to continue using this resource for transit operations and
prefers to adapt the building to current needs. Dispatchers require a clear view of the bus
bays and the relationship between the building and the bus bays has prevented a clear view of
the bays from dispatchers. Placing an arch at the corner of the addition would prevent
dispatchers from having a clear view of the bays, and thus there is no arch at the
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southwesterly corner of the building. Instead, windows have been placed in the corner,
similar to the wood-framed one-over-one windows on the original building, as a compromise
for functionality. For security purposes, the glazing in the addition would not be clear vision
glass, but smoked glass. Additional heating and cooling will also be required and shall be
installed in a location that is invisible from all ground-level vantage points.
(2)

There is no plan to demolish Modesto Landmark 19.

(4)

The project site has been intensively used since the 1870s. Its location more than a half mile
from the Tuolumne River reduces the possibility that Native American artifacts could be
discovered during construction.

(5)

No archaeological resources are known to exist in the area. However, should archaeological or
historic resources be discovered during construction, the project will be subject to General
Plan policies VII.F.2.p, VII.F.2.q, VII.F.2.r, and VII.F.2.s relating to historic and archaeological
resources.
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9.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR STORM DRAINAGE

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on storm drainage
expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: The population of Stanislaus County is projected to increase in a fashion similar to that of
Modesto, resulting in additional urban development and associated increases in impervious surface
area and associated increases in storm water runoff. Cumulative hydrologic impacts of storm water
flows from Modesto urban areas and other areas of the County could occur due to the fixed capacity
of MID and TID irrigation canals to convey drainage west to the San Joaquin River. If drainage
channels in some areas prove insufficient to handle the increased drainage discharges, existing storm
water runoff from urban and agricultural areas during large storm events would have to be
interrupted until water levels receded to a point allowing the resumption of discharges to the channel.
Ceasing discharges to drainage channels could cause inundation in and around the drainage
conveyance pipeline systems, surface drainage channels, detention basins, and other urban areas.
This cumulative impact is considered significant and unavoidable.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Storm Drainage mitigation measures pertinent to the project being analyzed in this Initial Study are
found on pages V-9-4 through V-9-9. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Measures Applied to Project:
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-9.B of the MEIR discloses impacts on the demand for storm drainage resulting from
development of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed
project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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9. INCREASED DEMAND FOR STORM
DRAINAGE
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with the
storm drainage policies in the Urban Area General
Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would substantially
increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a
manner that would result in flooding on- or offsite,
as compared to impacts anticipated to result from
the Urban Area General Plan or create substantial
unanticipated sources of polluted runoff.

X

3) The proposed project does not utilize Low Impact
Development strategies to reduce runoff from the
site and increase infiltration, resulting in no net
increase in runoff before and after development.

X

Discussion:
(1-3) The proposed project is part of a site that is almost entirely covered with impermeable
surfaces. Portions of the Transit Center are landscaped, particularly around the main entrance
at 9th Street and J Street, but also along the 9th Street frontage. There is a small amount of
foliage on other parts of the site. The proposed building addition will pave a small planter
(about 25 square feet) situated at the southerly end of the building, however, the associated
increase in storm water runoff would be less than significant.

City of Modesto
General Plan Master EIR

33

Initial Study EA No. 2018-02
February 22, 2018

10.

FLOODING AND WATER QUALITY

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on flooding and
water quality expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Flooding and Water Quality mitigation measures pertinent to the project being analyzed in this Initial
Study are found on pages V-10-6 through V-10-9 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures
appropriate to the project will be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are
listed in Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project:
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-10.B of the Master EIR provides analysis of Flooding and Water Quality impacts of
development of the General Plan, the following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would
result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not previously analyzed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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10. FLOODING AND WATER QUALITY
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with the
flooding and water quality policies in the Urban
Area General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project does not comply with the
regulatory requirements of the federal Clean Water
Act or the State Porter-Cologne Act.

X

3) The proposed project would place more housing
within a 100-year flood hazard zone than assumed
in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

4) The proposed project would place structures
within a 100-year flood hazard area so that they
would impede or redirect floodwater or would
substantially alter the existing on-site drainage
pattern or a watercourse, in such a way as to cause
flooding on- or off-site.

X

5) The proposed project does not comply with
Modesto’s Guidance Manual for New Development
Storm Water Quality Control Measures.

X

6) The proposed project would violate water quality
standards or waste discharge requirements.

X

7) The proposed project would substantially alter
the existing drainage pattern of the site or area or a
watercourse in a manner that would result in
substantial erosion or siltation on- or offsite in
excess of the assumptions of the General Plan.

X

8) The proposed project would create or contribute
runoff, which would exceed the capacity of existing
or planned storm water drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff, not
expected as part of General Plan implementation.

X

Discussion:
(1-8)

As noted in Section 9 above, the proposed addition would pave a small planter situated at the
southerly end of the building. The additional runoff represented by this loss of permeable
surface would be less than significant. Because the site is paved and the project is a small
addition to an existing building, no impacts on drainage patterns or siltation are expected to
occur. The project does not include housing and the site is located well outside the 100-year
flood zone. The proposed addition will comply with adopted storm water and water quality
standards.
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11.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on parks and
open space expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Parks and open space mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V11-3 through V-11-9 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Applied to Project:
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-11.B of the MEIR discloses impacts of the Urban Area General Plan on parks and open
space. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result in a new,
significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds.
Project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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11. INCREASED DEMAND FOR PARKS AND
OPEN SPACE
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with the
parks and open space policies in the Urban Area
General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would eliminate parks or
open space.

X

3) The proposed project would cause an increase in
the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks
or other recreational facilities such that substantial
physical deterioration of the facility in question
would occur or be accelerated or the proposed
project would include recreational facilities or
require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an adverse
physical effect on the environment.

X

Discussion:
(1-3) No element of the proposed project triggers the need for additional park space. The number
of employees on site will remain the same, the project has no housing, and the project will not
reduce existing parks and open space. No impact is expected to occur.
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12.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR SCHOOLS

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on school facilities
expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR. By statute, the impact
of new students is considered to be mitigated below a level of significance by payment of school
impact fees and the exercise of any or all of the financing options set out in Government Code
Section 65997.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Similar to direct impacts of implementation of the Urban Area General Plan, no residual
significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Mitigation relies upon the implementation of the policies in place under the Modesto Urban Area
General Plan. As long these policies are applied to all subsequent projects, no new mitigation is
necessary. Further, payment of school impact fees and compliance with SB 50 is statutorily deemed
to be full mitigation of school impacts (Government Code Section 65995).
The following schools mitigation measures on pages V-12-5 through V-12-7 of the Master EIR are
pertinent to the proposed project. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project will be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project. Those measures are listed in Section
V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-12.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts resulting from implementation of the Urban Area
General Plan associated with increased demand for schools. The following is an analysis of whether
the proposed project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the
Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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12. INCREASED DEMAND FOR SCHOOLS
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with the
policies relating to schools in the Urban Area
General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project does not comply with SB
50/Proposition 1A funding provisions, or succeeding
measures which state that compliance results in
less-than-significant impacts on schools.

X

Discussion:
(1-2)

The proposed addition to the Transit Center to better accommodate functions and staff that
currently reside inside the building would result in no demand for additional school space. No
impact is expected.
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13.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR POLICE SERVICES

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on police services
expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Police services mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-13-2
through V-13-5 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-13.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts on police services resulting from implementation
of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would
result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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13. INCREASED DEMAND FOR POLICE
SERVICES
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with policies
relating to police services in the Urban Area General
Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would result in the need
for new or significantly altered facilities not
considered as part of the Urban Area General Plan
or Master EIR which could cause new significant
environmental impacts in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times, or other
performance objectives.

X

Discussion:
(1-2)

The proposed addition to the Transit Center to better accommodate functions and staff that
currently reside inside the building would result in no demand for additional police services.
No impact is expected.
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14.

INCREASED DEMAND FOR FIRE SERVICES

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on fire services
expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Fire Services mitigation measure(s) pertinent to the project being analyzed in this Initial Study are
found on pages V-14-4 through V-14-7 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the
project to be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V,
Mitigation Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-14.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts on fire services resulting from implementation of
the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would
result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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14. INCREASED DEMAND FOR FIRE
SERVICES
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with the fire
service policies in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would result in the need
for new or significantly altered facilities not
considered as part of the Urban Area General Plan
or Master EIR which could cause new significant
environmental impacts in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times, or other
performance objectives.

X

3) The proposed project, based upon substantial
evidence, would cause the erosion or elimination of
fire protection services in adjoining fire protection
districts.

X

Discussion:
(1)

The proposed addition to the Transit Center to better accommodate functions and staff that
currently reside inside the building would result in a less than significant demand for additional
fire services. No significant impact is expected.
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15.

GENERATION OF SOLID WASTE

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on solid waste
expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Solid waste mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-15-4 through
V-15-7 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be incorporated into
or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-15.B of the Master EIR discloses solid waste impacts resulting from implementation of the
Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result
in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds.
Project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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15. GENERATION OF SOLID WASTE
1) The project is inconsistent with the solid waste
policies in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) The County is unable to expand its solid waste
disposal capacity, as expected, causing all new
development to result in cumulative impacts on the
County’s disposal capacity.

X

Discussion:
(1-2)

The proposed addition to the Transit Center to better accommodate functions and staff that
currently reside inside the building would result in no increase in the amount of solid waste
generated on site. No impact is expected.
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16.

GENERATION OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts regarding
hazardous materials expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Hazardous materials mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-168 through V-16-13 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project to be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project are listed in Section V, Mitigation
Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-16.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts on hazardous materials resulting from
implementation of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed
project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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16. GENERATION OF HAZARDOUS
MATERIALS
1) The project is inconsistent with the hazardous
materials policies in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would emit hazardous
emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter
mile of an existing or proposed school.

X

3) The proposed project would be located on a site
which is included on a list of hazardous materials
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code
Section 65962.5 and as a result, would create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment.

X

4) The proposed project would be constructed on a
contaminated site not known to the State of
California as of March 2008.

X

Discussion:
(1-4)

The Transit Center is not a known hazardous waste site and will not result in the generation of
any more hazardous waste than is currently generated by dispatch activities at the Transit
Center. Hazardous waste generated at the Transit Center is typical of hazardous waste
generated in an office environment, such as copy machine toner, residue from cleaning
products, and similar materials. No new or greater impact is expected to occur.
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17.

GEOLOGY, SOILS, AND MINERAL RESOURCES

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts related to
geology, soils, and mineral resources expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Geology, soils, and mineral resource mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found
on pages V-17-9 and V-17-10 of the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project
to be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of the proposed project are listed in Section V,
Mitigation Measures Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-17.B of the Master EIR discloses geology, soils, and mineral resource impacts resulting from
implementation of the Urban Area General Plan. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed
project would result in a new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds.
Project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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17. GEOLOGY, SOILS, AND MINERAL
RESOURCES
1) The project is inconsistent with policies relating
to geology, soils, and mineral resources contained
in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would expose people or
structures to potential substantial adverse effects
including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving
fault rupture, strong seismic activity; location on an
expansive soil; result in the loss of topsoil; location
on soils incapable of adequately supporting the use
of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal
systems in areas where sewers are not available for
the disposal of wastewater; result in the loss of
known mineral resources that would be of value to
the region and the state; or result in the loss of
availability of a locally important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local general plan,
specific plan, or other land use plan.

X

Discussion:
(1-2)

The Modesto area possesses no known mineral resources and the project site has been
developed for over 100 years, so any unknown resources below the site are already
inaccessible. Furthermore, there are no known geologic hazards below or near the project
site. Adding to the building is not expected to expose people to any adverse effects from
geologic hazards. No impacts associated with mineral resources, soils, or geology are
expected to occur.
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18.

ENERGY

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts pertaining to
energy expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Continued development in the Planned Urbanizing Area would have an impact on available
energy supplies. Energy consumption likely would increase substantially by 2025 as a result of
implementation of the Urban Area General Plan.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Implementation of the Urban Area General Plan will have a cumulatively considerable impact
on energy consumption.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
The following energy mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on pages V-182 through V-18-8 in the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project will be
incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project. Those measures will be listed in
Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-18.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts of implementing the Urban Area General Plan on
energy resources. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result in a
new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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18. ENERGY
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with policies
relating to energy in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would result in energy
consumption during construction, operation,
maintenance, or removal that is more wasteful,
inefficient, and unnecessary than assumed in the
Urban Area General Plan.

X

Discussion:
(1-2)

The proposed building addition will be constructed in a typical manner, so there is no
expectation that construction will consume an unusual amount of energy. The addition will
meet all current building codes related to energy conservation and will have no impacts
greater than those evaluated in the General Plan Master EIR.
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19.

EFFECTS ON VISUAL RESOURCES

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts on visual
resources expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: New development in the Planned Urbanizing Area will occur in areas that are in agricultural
production or are otherwise lightly developed, which could lead to the introduction of light and glare
in areas that have little nighttime illumination.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No additional cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
The following visual resources mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on
pages V-19-3 and V-19-4 in the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the proposed
project will be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project. Those measures will
be listed in Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-18.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts of implementing the Urban Area General Plan on
energy resources. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result in a
new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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19. EFFECTS ON VISUAL RESOURCES
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with policies
relating to visual resources in the Urban Area
General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would degrade views from
riverside areas and parks to a greater degree than
assumed in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

3) The proposed project would degrade views of
riverside areas from public roadways and nearby
properties to a greater degree than assumed in the
Urban Area General Plan.

X

Discussion:
(1-3) The proposed addition is consistent with General Plan policies relating to visual resources. The
site and buildings are more than a half mile from the Tuolumne River or Tuolumne River
Regional Park. The site and buildings do not have views of the river and park and are not
visible from the river and park. No impacts on visual resources are expected.
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20.

LAND USE AND PLANNING

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts pertaining to land
use and planning expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: No residual significant direct impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: No residual significant cumulative impacts were disclosed in the Master EIR.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
The following land use and planning mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found
on pages V-20-6 through V-20-17 in the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the
project will be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project. Those measures will
be listed in Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-20.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts of implementing the Urban Area General Plan on
land use and planning. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result in a
new, significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:
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20. LAND USE AND PLANNING
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with land
use and planning policies in the Urban Area General
Plan.

X

2) The proposed project contains elements that
would physically divide an established community in
a way not assumed in the Urban Area General Plan.

X

3) The proposed project conflicts with a land use
plan, policy or regulation established for the
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental
impact by an agency that has jurisdiction over the
proposed project.

X

4) The proposed project conflicts with an applicable
habitat conservation plan or natural community
conservation plan.

X

Discussion:
(1-4)

The proposed project is generally consistent with General Plan policies. Although it will not
directly result in more transit ridership, expanding the Transit Center supports and is part of a
comprehensive set of improvements that is aimed at a more efficient transit system and
greater ridership.
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21.

CLIMATE CHANGE

a. Significant Effects Identified in the Master EIR
The Master EIR discloses the following residual significant and unavoidable impacts pertaining to
climate change expected after application of mitigations / policies:
Direct Impacts
Effect: Impacts resulting from implementation of the Urban Area General Plan are not substantial
enough to result in a significant direct impact on climate change, as disclosed in the Master EIR.
Cumulative Impacts
Effect: Implementation of the Urban Area General Plan will have a cumulatively considerable impact
on climate change.

b. Master EIR and/or New Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
The following climate change mitigation measures pertinent to the proposed project are found on
pages V-21-7 through V-21-10 in the Master EIR. All mitigation measures appropriate to the project
will be incorporated into or made conditions of approval of this project. Those measures will be listed
in Section V, Mitigation Applied to Project.
Discussion:
No mitigation from the General Plan Master EIR will be applied to this project. No new or additional
mitigation measures or alternatives are required to reduce project impacts to a less-than-significant
level.

c. Project-Specific Effects
Section V-18.B of the Master EIR discloses impacts of implementing the Urban Area General Plan on
climate change. The following is an analysis of whether the proposed project would result in a new,
significant, project-specific effect not disclosed in the Master EIR.
Significance Criteria: Determination of project effects will be based on the following thresholds. The
project-specific effects will be less than significant unless:

City of Modesto
General Plan Master EIR

56

Initial Study EA No. 2018-02
February 22, 2018

Less Than
Significant
Less Than
Potentially
with
Significant
No
Significant
Mitigation
Impact
Impact
Impact
Incorporated
21. CLIMATE CHANGE
1) The proposed project is inconsistent with policies
relating to climate change in the Urban Area
General Plan.

X

2) The proposed project would result in average
automobile trip lengths or CO 2 emissions higher
than those assumed in the Master EIR.

X

3) The proposed project would conflict with the
Sustainable Communities Strategy or Alternative
Planning Strategy that the Air Resources Board has
agreed will achieve the goals of AB 32.

X

Discussion:
(1-3) Air quality impacts associated with this project are expected to be limited to construction.
Automobile travel due to staff traveling to and from work is expected to be the same, as the
expanded facility will not house significant new staff, but will provide more useful space for
the Transit Center. Although the project will not directly result in more transit ridership,
expanding the Transit Center is part of a comprehensive set of improvements to create a more
efficient transit system and greater ridership. No impacts are expected to occur.
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V.

MITIGATION MEASURES APPLIED TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT

If the Initial Study results in the determination that a Finding of Conformance can be adopted for the
proposed project Section A below applies. If the Initial Study results in the determination that a
Finding of Conformance cannot be adopted and a Mitigated Negative Declaration/EIR must be
prepared for the project then Section B, below applies.

A. Master EIR Mitigation Measures Applied to the Project
Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21157.1(c), in order for a Finding of Conformance to be
made, all appropriate mitigation measures from the Master EIR shall be incorporated into the
proposed project. Urban Area General Plan Policies/Master EIR mitigation measures shall be made
part of the proposed project prior to approval by means of conditions of project approval or
incorporation into the appropriate document or plan.
All applicable and appropriate mitigation measures have been applied to the project (see mitigation
measures listed below).

B. New or Additional Mitigation Measures or Alternatives Required
Where the project’s effects would exceed the significance criteria for each environmental impact
category, a mitigated negative declaration or Focused EIR must be prepared. Staff has reviewed the
project against the significance criteria thresholds established in the Master EIR for all impact
categories in this Initial Study.
A Mitigated Negative Declaration or Focused EIR shall be prepared for the project. The following
additional project-specific mitigation measures listed below are necessary to reduce the identified new
significant effect:

Traffic and Circulation:
None.

Degradation of Air Quality:
None.

Generation of Noise:
None.

Effects on Agricultural Lands:
None.

Increased Demand for Long-Term Water Supplies:
None.
City of Modesto
General Plan Master EIR

58

Initial Study EA No. 2018-02
February 22, 2018

Increased Demand for Sanitary Sewer Services:
None.
Loss of Sensitive Wildlife and Plant Habitat:
None.

Disturbance of Archaeological/Historic Sites:
General Plan Policy VII.F.2.p, page VII-15
Prior to excavation and construction, the prime construction contractor and any subcontractors hall be
cautioned on the legal and/or regulatory implications of knowingly destroying cultural resources or
removing artifacts, human remains, bottles, or other cultural materials from the project area.
General Plan Policy VII.F.2.q, page VII-15
The project sponsor shall identify a qualified archaeologist prior to any demolition, excavation, or
construction. The City will approve the project sponsor’s selection of a qualified archaeologist. The
archaeologist would have the authority to temporarily halt excavation and construction activities in
the immedicate vicinity (ten-meter radius) of a find if significant or potentially significant cultural
resources are exposed and/or adversely affected by construction operations.
General Plan Policy VII.F.2.r, page VII-15
Reasonable time shall be allowed for the qualified archaeologist to notify the proper authorities for a
more detailed inspection and examination of the exposed cultural resources. During this time,
excavation and construction would not be allowed in the immediate vicinity of the find; however,
those activities could continue in other areas of the project site.
General Plan Policy VII.F.2.s, page VII-15
If any find is determined to be significant by the qualified archaeologist, representatives of the
construction contractor and the City, the qualified archaeologist, and a representative of the Native
American community (if the discovery is an aboriginal burial) would meet to determine the
appropriate course of action.

Increased Demand for Storm Drainage:
None.

Flooding and Water Quality:
None.

Increased Demand for Parks and Open Space:
None.

Increased Demand for Schools:
None.
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Increased Demand for Police Services:
None.

Increased Demand for Fire Services:
None.

Generation of Solid Waste:
None.

Generation of Hazardous Materials:
None.

Geology, Soils, and Mineral Resources:
None.

Energy:
None.

Effects on Visual Resources:
None.

Land Use and Planning:
None.

Climate Change:
None.
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State of California  The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

HRI #

PRIMARY RECORD

Trinomial

Primary #

NRHP Status Code
Other
Review Code

of
Page
P1. Other Identifier:

Listings
Reviewer

Date

*Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)

Southern Pacific Railroad Depot
City of Modesto Transit Center Addition

____
*P2.

Location:
*a. County

Not for Publication

 Unrestricted
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map

Stanislaus

as necessary.)

*b.
B.M.
c.
d.
e.

USGS 7.5' Quad

Salida

Date

2015

T

3S ; R 9E

;

of

Address
1001 9th Street City
Modesto, CA
Zip
95354
UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone 10S ,
76
mE/
68
Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, decimal degrees, etc., as appropriate)

of Sec

;

mN

APN# 104-003-010
*P3a.
Description: (Describe resource
and its major elements. Include design,
materials, condition, alterations, size, setting,
and boundaries)

P5a. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures, and objects.)

Rectilinear single-story building. The original
center section of building consists of a
symmetrical façade on two sides with a high
mansard roof with clearstory windows.
Arched openings and rectilinear windows
appear on the 9th street side. Decorative
towers, and large central arched opening and
symmetrical arched openings are found on
the railroad side. Materials include stucco,
Spanish tile roofing, decorative wood and iron
elements, corbels and trim. Alterations to the
building were made in 1992 that included
additions on both the I Street and K Street
sides of the buildings. The additions have
similar materials, scale and detailing as the
original building.

*P3b.

Resource Attributes: (List

attributes and codes) HP17

*P4. Resources Present:  Building
Structure Object Site District
Other (Isolates,
Element of District
etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo: (view, date,
accession #)

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Source:
Both

 Historic

Prehistoric

*P7. Owner and Address:
City of Modesto, 1010 Tenth Street, Modesto, CA 95354

DPR 523A (9/2013)

*Required information
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Listings
Reviewer
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*Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)

Southern Pacific Railroad Depot
City of Modesto Transit Center Addition

____

*P8. Recorded

by:

(Name,

affiliation,

and

address)

Barrett

Lipomi,

Architect

1720 G Street, Modesto, CA 95354
*P9. Date Recorded:

1/2/2018

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)

reconnaissance survey
*P11. Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none.")

City of Modesto Landmark Commission Resolution, October 15, 1993 for City Landmark
Status (Landmark #19). Designated by Modesto City Council, December 7,
1993._
____
*Attachments: NONE Location Map Continuation Sheet
Building, Structure, and Object Record
Archaeological Record
District Record
Linear Feature Record
Milling Station Record
Rock Art Record
Artifact Record
Photograph Record
Other (List):

DPR 523A (9/2013)

*Required information

